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His words are bonds, his oaths are oracles - 
lis love fincere, his thoughts immaculate; 
lis tears pure meſſengers ſent from the heart; 
lis heart as far from fraud, as heav'n from earth. 


SHAKESPEARK F. 


WRITTEN by HIMSELF. 
And publiſhed by 
COURTNEY EI 


—ͤꝗ—ẽ — — 


EL © N D 


Himed for G. RoBixSs Ox, and J. BEW, in Paternoſter- 


row; and Sold by J. WALTER, Charing-Crow, 
MDCCLXXVI. 


0 
| MNS 
& 1148 
= | 'T 
| N 


1 O 


IHE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
THOMAS LORD LYTTELTON, 
CHIEF JUSTICE IN EYRE, AND ONE 


OE HIS MAJEST Y's MOST HONOUR- 
ABLE PRIVY COUNCIL. 


MY LORD; 
OVE of letters and the fine 
arts is hereditary to you: 
to excel in them yourſelf, and to 
cultivate them in others, as it is 
the characteriſtic, ſo ſhould it be the 
motto of your family, I cannot, 
therefore, reſiſt the ambition I have 
of taking this method to acquaint 
the world, that its reception of the 
 tormer volumes of the Liberal Opi- 
2:55, has been juſtified by the im- 
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„ DEDICATED N. 
primatur of my Lord Lyttelton-- 
of a nobleman who promiſes to the 
nation, on which the father ſo long 
reflected honour, a perſon of equal 
ability, equal eloquence, and equa, 
generoſity, in his immediate ſvc- 
ceſſor. 


— „eee - 


I am, 
Your Lordfſhip's 
Moſt obliged, 


And moſt obedient ſervant, 


COURTNEY MELMOTH. 
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T was the opinion of Horace, Rabelais, 
and Le Sage, of Cervantes, Swift, and 
Fielding, and many other names familiar 
to every man of reading, that laughing ſa- 
tire was the likelieſt to ſucceed, as it al ways 
firikes the honied fling more deep into the 
heart, Benignus ſeemed to have entertain - 
el the ſame idea; now and then yielding to 
ne pathetic, but never indulging the paſſion- 
ate, yet Juvenal himſelf had not more cauſe 
to be out of temper. It is, indeed, moft 
FE&cly, the author of this Hiſtory apprehend- 
A 3 ed, 
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ed, with Young, that “ the world is too 


proud to be fond of a ſerz9us tutor,“ and 


that if his narrative ſhould ever get in- 


to print, it would ſtand little chance to he 
well read (that- is, to be read agreeably 
and advantageouſſy) had he gratified the merc 
dictates of deſpair ; had he left nothing be- 
hind him, but a dull detail of his injuries, 
with the complaints of a gloomy recluſe, 
and the deſpondencies of a dying hermit. 
In one of his chapters he mentions this ; 
and, accordingly, he ſet down every ſcene 
(without the formality and punctilio ct 
authorſhip) exactly as he felt it upon re- 
calling it to mind; and I make no doubt 
but that, while he was thus faithfully en- 


gaged in deſcribing his adventures, it 


huſhed for a while the ſenſe of his misfor- 


tunes, 


FN vii 


tunes, and he probably forgot (ſuch is the 
conſequence, and ſuch the importance cf 
exerciſing the mind) that he was, in fact, 
a ſolitdry ſelf-baniſhed man, in the re- 
celles of a foreſt. For my own part, I have 
nothing to tell the reader, but that I wiſh, 
with all my heart, he may find as much 
entertainment in peruſing theſe adventures, 
as I have found in tranſcribing them from 
the manuſcript ; the ſpirit of which 1s not 
even yet, I truſt, exhauſted, | 

I cannot, however, take my leave of the 
reader, (as the editor of Benignus) with- 
out briefly obviating certain objections 
which were made, by ſome, to the moral 
tendency of the former part of the Hiſtory. 
Let me declare, therefore, that the adven- 
tures of Benignus are not ſo much recom- 
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mended as objects of regular imitatior, 
as of general eſcape. The goodneſs of thai 
perſon's heart, and the integrity of his in- 
tentions may ſafely be propoſed as the 
pureſt ſtandards ; but his paſſion for travel 
and the excels of his undiſtinguiſhing boun- 
ty, with the various inconveniences and 
aukward perplexities ariſing from thence, 
are examples rather to terrify than to 
follow, His unlimited benevolence, ſo far 
from promoting, defeats the felicity which 


would ariſe from a better directed, and a 


Judicious generolity : and nothing more 


was intended by the expreſſion, that, % 
times out of ten, to be extremely good, is not, it 
this world, the way to be happy, than this, 
that when liberality loſes its name by 
rambling into profuſion; when the hand 


N ix 


indiſcreetly gives, without the ſuffrage of 
the underſtanding, though the deſigns of 
the heart may be ever ſo amiable, it ceaſes 
to be, in fact, goodneſs, and is therefore 
nine times out of ten rewarded by the con- 
tempt of economy, the ridicule of im- 
polture, and the trick of neceſſity. 

To warn the unwary then; to put ſim- 
plicity upon guard ; to regulate the kindeſt, 
nobleſt paſſion, and to ſhew the delicate par- 
tion, which divides humanity from weak - 
neſs, and feeling from folly, theſe Memoirs 
are publiſhed ; in which (for ſuch purpoſes) 
are exhibited ſcenes of hazard, enterprizes 
of moment, and a diverſity of characters, 

ot, I hope, ill adapted to the occaſion, I 
carneſtly beg the Hiſtory may be read with 
tneſe views, and I as ardently wiſh any 


im- 
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imprudence may be avoided, or any diſcre- 
tion acquired by the peruſal. 

It is neceflary to ſay ſomething for hav- 
ing prefixed a Table of Contents to theſe vo- 
lumes, contrary to the deſign of Benignus, 
whoſe opinion upon upon this ſubject wil 
be ſeen in the fixty-fixth chapter — 0 
works, however, of this nature, it is not 
only cuſtomary to give ſhort introductory 
ſummaries, but it was even whiſpered to 


the editor, by ſeveral gentle readers, that 


ſuch pithy hints at the head of a chapter 


were not only agreeable, and convenient, 
but even honeſt and confcientious in an ad- 
thor ; for, ſaid they, if we like the promiſed 
matter in the general, we enter readily inte 
the particulars e if we do not, we turn o 


the leaves, till we hit upon what is better 


ſuited to our taſte, 
That 
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That I may make this Hiſtory as pleaſ- 
ing as poſſible, by yielding to the with of 
rarlous tempers, I have taken the freedom 
of an editor, to humour certain readers in 
this article: but, that I might not too fla- 
grantly oppoſe the intentions of my author, 
| muſt beg leave at the ſame time to ob- 
ſerre, that I have managed my information 
with ſome {kill and ceconomy ; and, though 
2 little is anticipated, a great deal more will 
be found in every chapter, than can, or in- 
Udeed ought to be told, at the top: and 
therefore it is my ſerious and earneſt ad- 
vice, as a fair dealing editor, between au= 
thor and reader, that (leſt any entertain- 
ment ſhould be loſt) the whole ſhould be 


cad through with candour and reſolution. 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


Theſe volumes begin with the ::- I 
rival of their hero, Benignus, in the I 
metropolis, and continue the Hiftory, 
immediately from page 93, chapter che 
forty-ſeventh, of the volumes alrcay 
printed. 
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CHAP II 


7 HE ſentiments of ſimplicity, at a firſt 
gt of London. —Perverſeneſs of a 
hackney: coachman.— Politeneſs of a lady. 
—Bengnus arrives at the houſe of Mrs. 
Darlington, His relation. 


. 
A boy's embarraſſment amongſt people of 


faſhion, with many other matters.— A 
compariſon between a morning in London 
and a morning in the country. — Benignus 
diſcovers in himſelf a tatent for deſcrip- 


tion. 12 
CHAT. LL. 


The hero fetches a jcheme of life — A 
rhapſody on the magic of imagination.— 
Recapitulates paſt adventures, he is a- 
mazed, mortified, and moralizes — Re- 
Jolves to be prudent, and gives an inſtance 
of tt. 29 

CHAF MM 


Containing a breakfaſt dialogue, a female 
wit, and other curious particulars.—— 


e- 


Benignus detefs the faſſion of Alicia—4 


CC ONE AE T $ 
Benignus walks out to: criticiſe the ©? 
and 1s attended by Mr. Jonathan * 7a. 
hams, the ſteward, and Mr. Benjamin 
Abrahams.—The hero's remarks on He 
adventures of the morning. p. 29 


CHAP. 


Tranſactions with a jeweller, with the i. 
fortune of Abrahams, 43 


5 
NAT. 


T he ſteward's avarice — and ſtratogen to 
recover his property An curiolus con- 
verſations at a bookſe!ler's, with νοτ 
=» of literary characters. 62 


EH LT 

A diſcourſe between Mr. Jonathan Alis: 
hams, the /Izward, and a fil 1 — 
Mr. Abrahams diſcovers that his char; 
ty is equal to his religion. 


CHAP. MEL 


dreadful misfortune befals the obj: of 


1. —Benignus 7s unbenevalent, and feels, 


for the firſt time, the reproaches of con- 
ſcience. 9 


Pr 
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CHAP. Lvl. 


Containing an epiſode, but recited in low 
language, and which ſome readers will 
probably think unnatural and inelegant. 


p. 100 
CHAP. ULYHE 


The epiſode continued, wherein Mr, Benja + 
min, and ſomebody elſe make no inconſi- 
derable figure. 106 


cnar uk 
In -»hich the epiſode ſtill goes on, in the 


ſame low' ſty!e. 112 
CHAP. K. 

The epiſode ended. . 122 
CHAT, Loh 


Containing miſcellaneous matter.—- A child- 
iſh anecdote, with a grave moral Be- 
nionus ſpeaks like an author. 132 


Er. 


The rewarks of Benignus upon the com- 
merce of viſitings. . 
ERK 


ON r r S. 
C HAF. II. 


IV herein the ſteward makes a very grea! 
appearance. — He is put into a pair 'f 
Nolan. = | P. 151 

C.H.A ÞP.- . 

The fleward's character is problematical. — 
Benignus commits a very fooliſh action. 
for which fome will think the better of 
Bim. 167 

C HAP, V. 


In which ſeveral matters are reconciled ic 
probability, with a word, by the by, ti 
readers in behalf of authors. 


CHA FF. MF. 


Fill of tenderneſs, or weakneſs, or wha! 
ever the taſle and temper of the rea: fer 
pleaſes to call it. Ihe art of authorjltÞ 


raked by Benignus. 
C HAP. II. 


Containing a character of conſequence ; And 


the concluding pages of the third volume. 
165 
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Wann the tumultuous 

4 Y buitle, which on all fides at- 

tracted my attention, as I advanced 

'nto the city, it was late enough in 

e evening for a country gentleman 

to expect more appearance of tranqui- 
„„ B lity; 
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did drive with a veugeance; mount 
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lity; and indeed, certain I am, mor 


than half the inhabitants of my. 


lage were allcep. . 
As I paſled therefore, along ſtrecte, 
which were illuminated, and ſhops, 
which exhibited, with an air of often- 
tation, cvery thing to view, I gave 
way to the perfect ſimplicity ol my 
ſoul, and aſked the coachman (for At. 
Greaves had now left me) upon wha! 
public occalion, theſe rejoicings were 


made? — Rejoicings, your hong, 


anſwered the fellow, I ſee no rcjo:c 
ings for my part: the lamps indeed, 
burn a little merrily, but ſo they d. 
every night o' the year, for then 
ter of that Very well, ſaid I- drive 
on briſkly, ſir. = 

So ſaid, ſo done; and briſkly le 
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„ 
ing ſuch precipices, thundering down 
{uch vales, turning ſuch corners, clat- 
tcring over ſuch ſtones, and making 
ſuch angles, that (unuſed to fo pleat- 
ant an exerciſe) | was utterly unable 
to keep my ſeat, and was toſſed about 


the coach from one fide to the other, | : 
till a ſudden jolt drove my head in- 11 
continently againſt the glaſs on the 1 
elt hand, which gave me an oppor- | 
tunity to cut my cheek, and hol- it 
low forth my diſaſter, to the author j 


of it. I ordered him to go leſs fu- 174 


rioufly, aſſuring him, at the ſame Il | 
eme, while J applied a handkerchief * 
o my cheek, that l was not an expreſs, | | 
nor upon any errand that required nd. 
ſuch hazardous expedition—Oh, very | | 
well, replied this obedient driver, I 11 
a your honour's pardon, but I 11 


B 2 


thought is 


4 
thought as how you might like to g0 
the long trot, He now ſet forward, and 
crept ſo provokingly flow, that I had 
full leifare to contemplate every ching 
I beheld around me. 

At the end of a ſtreet, I ſaw a cluſ- 
ter of /heroy young women, who ſcene! 
to have met | 7 accident, and were rc- 
joicing at the interview; while the 
coachman, therefore, was indulging 
his preſent fit of deliberation, moving 
as if he had a mind to ſtand ſtill— 
one of the ladies very politely walk 
ed by the fide of the coach for 
ſome time, enquired after my healch 
with great affability, and at ai 
moſt hoſpitably invited me, to di 
glaſs of wine with her, Struck wich 
the agreeableneſs of her figure, and 


genteel addreſs, and not doubting but 
that 


E 


that ſhe was ſome young lady who 
had ſeen me either at ſchool, or at my 
viliage (but whoſe features were worn 
out of my memory) I made her a pro- 
found bow of acknowledgement, ex- 
preſſed my concern at not being able 
to accept her flattering offer, but 
would take the firſt opportunity to 
pay her my reſpects, In delivering 
this ſentence (while the good-natured 
creature expreſſed her ſatisfaction at 
eng me, even by a gentle preſſure 
of the hand) I had the confidence to 
look in her face, in the hope of recol- 
lecting an old friend; but, ſuch was the 
treachery of memory, that, although 
ſhe actually called me twice or thrice, 
ver dear, (which methought denoted 
particular intimacy) I could no way 
recognize her. However, I was in 

B 2 ſome 
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ſome meaſure rewarded for my pains, 


by ſurveying a countenance, Where 
the roſes and lilies were fo mce!y blend- 
ed, the brow ſo delicately arched, und 
the boſom ſo exquilitely white, that 
congratuJated myſelf highly at having 
found ſo amiable an acquaintance, aud 
ſignified my intention to wait upon 
her, at all events, the next day. 

All this time, during which, / was 
leaning half out of the window, the 
coachman was ſtifling a laugh, which, 
when it was no longer to be repreil- 
ed, would very well have become the 
lungs of the animals he was driving. 
At length, (he cries, turning himſelf. 
round upon his box,) why ſhe's 2 tight 
going thing, your honour, III gc: 
down and open the door.—-Will you 
ride with the gentleman, Befs ? What 
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ſay you, hey ? Imagining he meant to 
inſult my friend, whom I was bound 
in honour and indeed in conſcience to 


protect, I exerted myſelf warmly in 
her behalf, inſiſted that the fellow 


ſhould not affront my acquaintance, but 


go directly where he was ordered; 
then, addreſſing the lady, I was pre- 
paring a very proper apology for this 
unparalleled rudencls, when the coach- 
man with a ſaucy ſmack of his whip, 
{0 increaſed the ſpeed of the horſes, 
that I ſound myſelf at a conſiderable 


diſtance, before I thought of aſking 


her direction. 

This, however, I nov determined 
on, and ſtopping the coach, by dint 
of abſolute vociteration, I command - 
ed the fellow to drive me back again 
tothe lady, as I had forgot to enquire 

1 in 
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in what ſtreet ſhe reſided, and where | 
might find her houſe. Her houſe, rc. 
plied tbe coachman—ſomewhat tur- 
lily, it will be a difficult jobb of work to 
find that, I fancy. She's a Here-and. 
theretan, as a man may lay——ſhe has no 
houſe-- N houſe, ſaid I! And yet re- 
ſumed the heroe of the long laſh) {he 
is pretty well known at moſt houſes in 
town, for all that. What, cricd I, is 
ſhe then a woman of ſuch diſlinfion, 
Very great dictinction, he replicd : 
Beſs Bronſby beats round all the baw- 
dy houſes in a night, fometimes— 
Bawdy Houſes, ſaid I, what is ſhe chen 
—18 that lady—can it be poſſible that— 
that I ſtammered at a httle—and felt 


N N the colour in my face I know what 

0 Il pour honour would fay, interrupte 

By the coachman; and ſhe is 4% 75-7, | 

mall | | Can 
19 
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can aſſure you, and more too. Aſto- 
niſhment filenced me, and it was 
ſme time before I was able to ſay, go 
along, coachman, pray go along, ſir— 

Rellections now thickened upon me, 
and thus, at laſt, in the language of 
hmphcity and inexperience, I argued. 

Fair unfortunate! how I pity thee. 
ihou -haply art another Almeria, de- 
teſting hb ſad fituation, and ſhedding 
many a tear, to the fraud which oc- 
catoned, and to the diſaſter which 
continue: it to thee, Haply ſome fa- 
ther, with the feelings of Mr. Greaves, 
may at this very moment, mourn 


hy loſs, and thy wanderings — 


Oh that ſome gentle ſpirit, inſpired 
with benignity, would intereſt itſelf in 
thy fate - would exert its friendly en- 


deavours to ſweeten it Thy Heart 


may 
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may not acquieſce in the conceſſion; 
of thy perſon; and if it be ſo, (as fur-- 
ly the luſtre of thine eye is the lutire 
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ll [ of innocence) doſt thou not figh tor. 
| Il the compaſſion of a friend? doſt thou 
1006 not weep for the boſom of a father 
|| | | Oh that Providence may beſtow theſe 
[i 0 _ HBHleſangs upon thee, and mayſt chou, 
[8 in a parent's protection, once more 


find ſhelter from mankind | 
I had finiſhed this ſoliloquy jult a5 
the coach ſtopt in a ſpacious ſquare at 
the houſe of my relation; and attc: 
the man had opened the coach-door, 
I ſaw a woman moving along, in nv 
{ſituation to be envied; for ſhe could 
by no means walk, either direct or an- 
gular; and tho' well drefled, ſhe was 
ſeriouſly curſizg herſelf all the way, 
and proteſted vengeance againſt the 
very 
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1 
very next ſcoundrel ſhe ſhould meet 
what's the matter with you, poor wo- 
man, faid I, ſtepping out of the 
coach : are you ſubject to fits ? Fits be 
-d, replied the lady -O, yes cries the 
coachman, look your honour how 
woundily ſtrong they are upon her noto. 
Alack-a-day, poor ſoul, ſhe's got the 
{tazgers. You lie, you ſcoundrel, ſaid 
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the lady. The coachman knocked at 

the door, and I] was conducted, by a 

foot man, to the family of my couſin. 

Drunk! ſaid I to myſelf, as I paſted 

through the hall, and aſcended the 

ilair-cale—drunk a well-dreſſed wo- 

man, drunk in the public ſtreet, at 
this time of the night, and uſing ſuch 
language too, becauſe a man civilly in- 

quires what's the matter with her? Me- 

thinks the London ladies are a little 

queer- 


L 2 
queeriſh: Lord help me, I ſec, I know 
no more of the ways of this world 
yet, than a ſucking pig. Courage, Be. 


nignus hat world, is all before you.” 
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J was fo extremely fatigued with 
my journey, from never having tra- 
velled ſo far, or fo long together be- 
fore, that J was under the neceſlity 
of aſking permiſſion to withdraw to 
my apartments ſoon after I had paid, 
and received, the cuſtomary com pli. 
ments. Aukward matters to be iure, 
firft falutations are at beſt, but to a fellow 
ho has not yet rubbed off the bail 
fulnels of a boy, by mixing with men, 
they are horribly diſtreſſing, I do not 
know that ever I felt a more diſpleaſ 
ing ſenſation than at my entrance in- 
to 
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to the room, in which Mrs. Darling- 
ton, and her niece, were litting, in 


il the primneſs of expectation. Starch, 


{f, laborious formality, was vilible in 
every thing around me, and I really 
thought Ga was ſomething Puncti- 


2 


aus in the very look of the furniture, 


But alas! I ſoon found the formality- 


was in myſelf I was embarraſied, and 
therefore imagined every thing near 
me partook the confuſion. Io 11 
was! miſtaken! As ſoon as I expref]- 
ed a with to retire, the wiſh was grant- 
ed, without any pageantry of cere- 
mony: Mrs. Darlington deared I 
would do exactly at her houſe as I 
would do at my own. 

Polite woman, ſaid I, as I was fol- 
owing the ſervant to my chamber— 
this Mrs. Darlington is certainly the 
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beſt bred woman in the wirld ! There 
is a criſis at which fatigue is favour. 
able to repoſe, but a ſingle moment, 
beyond the criſis throws wearinci: 
upon the pillow. I was however, lucky 
in this reſpect, and flept thro' the 
night, without once waking, to tos, 
to turn, or to contemplate. The {un 
and I got up chearfully together, 
though he did not ſeem to riſe with (6 
ſplendid a countenance in this place, 
as 1 had been uſed to obſerve him, 
from the windows of my village. !o 
ſay the truth, the morning after my 
arrival was the moſt lazy- looking 
morning I had ever beheld, and yet 
it was ſcarce leſs than fix o'clock when 
I was dreſſed. Time however ſeldom 
hangs heavy on a man reſolved to im- 


prove it, and inclined to be fatished. I 
| f The 


3 


ne proſpect from my apartment was 
a handſome ſquare, with a garden in 
1 center. Through this ſquare J 
pre ently ſaw a woman dreſſed in 2 
an's blue ſurtout, and fauntering a- 
ong with a pair of pails, mewing as 
he walked, like a cat in diſtreſs; then 
followed a foot-boy fhuſſling, over the 
prvcment, and highly deliohied at 
the conceit of ſhaking the ends of a 
lick, which hung over his ſhoulders, 
nto the good woman's pail, without 
her perceiving him. And ſome little 
time after this, came a ſolitary afs, 
drcaming bencath panniers, which 
ppcared to contain vegetables for 
the market: after him, at due, and 
drowzy diſtance, crept the driver, 
who looked, if poſſible, more fleepy 
than his beaſt : but they boch Kknes 
their 
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their buſineſs, and habit will carry 
a pack -horſe, we know, tothe end of 
his cuſtomary ſtage without any cve; 
at all. It is to be preſumed, therefore, 
in theſe caſes, they /mell their way 
Certain it is, the aſs with tus legs, 
and the aſs with double that number, 
croſſed the ſquare blindfold, without 
any deviation from the track, chat 
led to the beginning of the next {rect 
How many, alas ! of their brethren 
wander from the right road, as the 
phraſe is, when &/0ad awake, This det 
cendant of the ſagacious Baalain, de- 
ſerves therefore to be complimented. 
I amuſed myſelf in this iling way 
for half an hour, and then went down 
ſtairs, which by the bye, were car- 
petted (I preſume to clean the He 


from top to bottom. But {ad was 
the 


Ea] 


the ſurvey of all below—all was /i, as 
midnight, and pretty nearly as dark. 
The door of the ſtreet was chained— 
the ſhutters were cloſed with bars of 
minted iron the cricket was com- 
plaininguthat the fires were out, and 
the pendulum clickt in its corner, a 
neglected, melancholy monitor. It pointed to 
me, however, the intelligence of want- 
ns only four minutes to ſeven, It gave 
warning to ſtrike—That may be, ſaid I, 
vut 1 ſuppoſe you may ſtrike again 
before any one in this Caſtle of indo- 
Ince will make thee an anſwer. The 
*leven o'glock of the country, 1s in- 
deed, ſo very diflerent from the ſeven 
"ocock of London—at leaſt the po- 
lite part of it—that I inſtantly ran in- 
to the contraſt ; for the readers will 
and (if readers I have) that I was a 


Vol., III. (. deſ- 


* 
0 
_ 9 — * * * — * — * — — — —— —¾3 Wer ain! 46> 3 — = 
LY 8 r ** 8 * * fog _ a 2 For nA "oy * — 
7 2 ma 4 f 4 2 * W. 3 
CR" : _ Pho Yr gal 4 - — * — er eee 2 7 — 2 
2 E ² 91 _ — \ wes TO w 


Cy 
deſperate fellow to think, before I be. 
gan to aft; or in other words, that 
while I was all ſentiment, and no fact 
— (I hope the definers of ſentiment 
will forgive me) all theory, and n» 
practice, it was very unuſual for mc 
to let the minuteſt objects paſs, wii. 
out producing a reflecion—a ſhort 
converſation with myſelf—an cjucu- 


a. 
* 


——— —⅛¾ 


3 
— 


© 
11 
tt 
p 
F g 
1 
14 
4 
$37 
a 
N 
5 
3 
= 
+ + 
3 
f? 4 
IF * 
11 
a 
1 
4 
* 
82 
: 
7 
1 
. 
1 
| 
}! 
6 
1 
| 
» 


{ 


— 


a 5 5 ; 

| lation—a note of interrogation, 01 
| an cxclamation : and for the firſt ten 

| years of my life, this laſt matter wa: 


ſo very remarkable in me, that it be- 
came at laſt charadteriſtic, and I wit 
diſtinguiſhed in ſeveral circles, un- 
der the nick name of Honeſt Eh / 

As I looked at the clock, which 
methought ſpoke very ſenſibly, I ay. 
I could not avoid rambling into ac 
traſt. All I have ſeen hitherto, er. 
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0] 
i; 2 mighty indolent collection of crea- 
tures truly. Dull, dreary, dreadful, 
and ſolemn: now, in the country, 
what a different face has the time 
of the day—a face, not of buſineſs 
only, but of joy. The milk-maid 18 
inging at her pail, the ploughman is 
whiſtling over the furrow, the birds 
are offering up their hymns from the 
hedges, the very waves of the water 
cem to purſue each other in ſport, 
the leaves frolick to the pale, and 
the lambs are tripping over the 
lawns. 

At the cloſe of this ſoliloquy, 1 
conceived myſelf ſo prettily poetical, 
that I heartily forgave the gloom 
which as firſt occaſioned it, and in 
gh good-humour with my/elf, re- 
acended the ſtair-caſe, 
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I now laid down with perfect re 
ſignation, on the bed, till I might 
really hear ſomebody ſtirring : but 45 
I had no inclination to fleep, because 
I had nothing to do (which is howevet 
no uncommon excule for 1ndolencc 


1 reſolved to employ the period, in 
which I was thus ſhut up from ſocicty, 
in ſketching a ſcheme of life; and Jaying 
a plan for my conduct, in the ca— 


Oh imagination, imagination, what 


a ſorcereſs—what à witch art thou 
How doſt thou take reaſon by tit 
hand, and idea by the heart, leading 
them through all thy lovely 2 


1 
j 


/ 
0 5 


0 Þ 


f mazes; now into the receſſes of 
the ſhade, now into the avenues of 
ſunſhine—ſtill intricate—ſtill enter- 
taining-—till the youthful adventurer 
puzzled, as pleaſed, in the purſuit, 
prefles onward with foo enterprizing a 
et, till thou leaveſt him, on a ſud- 
dena miſguided ſtranger, in a Fairy 
Land. Surely fancy never promiſed, 
or painted pleaſanter ſcenes, or more 
delightful figures than at this mo— 
ment, danced before me, in all the 

luxury, and decoration of romance! 
Thou art now, ſaid I, Benignus, 
in the capital of the Britiſh world; 
thou haſt fortune to accommodate, . a 
heart to See - ſome little difcern- 
ment to ſee, and much health to e: 
% But pr'ythee now, my good lad, 
:rcaſure up the hints which have been 
C3 given 
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given thee, learn wiſdom from tlie 
wiſe; and get underſtanding from 
experience. Already haſt thou ſcen 
ſomething worth memorandum let inc 


adviſe thee therefore to extract uſcfu! 
morals from the whole. Thus then 


runs the catalogue: thou haſt ſeen, i: 


the coarſe conduct of the grocer, tha 


felfijhneſs is, at beſt, but a dirty, ſordid 


road to happinels; and in the benevo/ence, 
of Blewitt, that benevolence lnouid con- 
deſcend to be guided by diſcretion In the 
behaviour of Mr. Greaves, is firong!\ 


maked to thee the golden characters of 


ſenſibility and economy of tenderncts, 


diſciplined by prudence, of 065i, 
regulated by reaſon, The manners Gi 
thy villagers may ſerve, well enough, 
to ſhew thee, that thou wilt nec: 
meet with much diſcontent— 

miſtake, 


F 34 ] 

miſtake, much rudeneſs in thy 
migrations. The man who travels, 
muſt pay tor his curioſity. In thy cu- 
rate thou mayſt ſce that the ſyſtem of 
philofophtc patience is not proof againſt 
4 ioolifh ſpark from a fooliſh tobacco- 
pipe; and from the ways of thy car- 
lier play-mates, thou mayſt obſerve, 
that he who endeavours to do a great 
deal of good, muſt have fortitude 
enough to bear calmly, and even ell 
len per dly, a great deal of mortification. 
Forc-warned, therefore, fore armed; 
be hat the maxim. Act with delibe- 
ration: thou haſt already met, even 
ance thy arrival in London, ſtrange 
matters — an obſtinate coachman; a 
lady of diſtinction without any /ettled 
paiitation ; and a woman ſtrolling in- 
toxicated through the ſtreet at ten 

C4 oe clock, 
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o'clock. Prepare thyſelf, therefore 


re, 
for oddities of all forts. Keep honqſt 
prudence ever before you, and as 
thou journeyeſt along, eſteem e, 
the ſafeſt monitor, of thy youth. Be 
very cautious, and be very happy. 

This well-connected and ſolid chain 
of argument, put me in ſuch high ſpirits, 
and made me (in my own Conceit) 0 
very. clever a fellow, that I could 
lie no longer; but, ſpringing from 
the bed with the agility of a man, 
delighted with a flattering idea, 
danced about the room as light as a 
feather; and ſeriouſly believing, |! 
was now a match for all the artifices 
of the world, I cared not how ſoon 
I rallied forth to encounter them. 

By this time, my watch poſitively 
declared it was eight vclock, and 1 be. 


„ 


gan again to liſten, whether the morn- 
ing had yet commenced in London. 
By the greateit good fortune, I heard 
foot moving ſoftly upon the ſtairs : | 
there was ſomething ſocial in the 
ound, and in going towards it, I 


aw the maids, cautiouilly deſcending 
with their ſhoes in one hand, and a 
candleſtick in the other. As I paſted 
by them, they ſtared at me, as if to 
atisfy themſelves, whether 1t was 


really the ſtrange gentleman, or the 14 
range gentleman's apparition. A 14 
range gentleman afluredly they 
thought me, for upon my aſking how 
01g it would be before breakfaſt, and 
that, with the beſt natured accent in 
he world, they replied with great | 
oniſhment—brea#faſt, ſir! why it is 
ut a little paſt efgbt clock Or an't it, 
_ ſaid 
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taid I— (willing to ſeem no greater 4 
fool than neceſſary)—aw't it, my dear; 
declare, I ſuppoſed it might be almo! 


nine — Nine, fir, anſwered the other 
maid—would you pleaſe io breaktai: 
ſo ſocn as nine then No—no child, 
replied, I will wait till your ladies get 
vp. That will be 'twixt twelve and 
one, cried the girl. She now quit 
did tor me, and I went ſneaking up 
the ſtairs a third time, feeling the. 
cule of my own figure, and repeating 
tne words twelve and one, with 2iton.- 
iſhing emphaſis at every ſtep, inic 
much that, as I mounted in the climas, 
I abſolutely ſtamped again : and thu! 
ditturbed the family, by ringing the 
changes upon twelve and one. 
Well, ſaid I, ſhutting the 00", 
this is a pleaſant exiſtence truly»? 
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for ought | ſee, a man's life, in his town, 
ſhould be eſtimated, rather by the 
number of nights than days: at this 
rate of calculation, fifty years out of 
the threeſcore and ten, are paſſed be- 
rocen the blanbet—ſo that, allowing, 
upon an average, ten more to dreſſing, 
ndrefling, cating and drinking - two 
o mere ſauntering, five to ſickneſs, 
and two, to paying, and receiving vi- 
e, there remains but the ſolitary 
unte (even ſuppoſing exiſtence to be 
Motracted to the utmoſt) either to be 
(wud, or to be happy. Heaven help 
ne: Tam afraid I have got in a ſtrange 


umiy; for it can zever be, that this 


zreat feat of trade and pleaſure, 
ould be ſuch a dreadful dormitory 
15 (hat comes to—No—no—l1 have hit 
upon the fact, Mrs. Darlington's is a 

parti- 
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heavy- headed tribe. Be this as it 


I involunt tary opened the ſaſh to 105 


L 2 


particular family, and contains a very 


may, I will have at leaſt the prudc: 
to hold wy longue, whatever ule lake 
of my eyes. Indeed I will be cauticu; 
in every thing : ſaying this, I apphed 
once more to the window for eat. 
tainment; and ſeeing a poor tciluv 
at that time fitting down in the {quare 
to breaktaſt on a dirty piece of bre: 


what objection he had to butter : 
None— {aid the POOr rea ture — no 
objection in the world, fir—but | a: 

a child of forrow—and had not lad 
Pamper's dog, {that lives at yon grei! 
houſe) had an obe to this Pic 
of bread, (which he carried laſt no! 
in his mouth in order to bor; 
but on turning it over, thought 3+ « 


LW} 
iuppoſe too ſtale) I ſhould not have 


had any breakfaſt ; ſo, that being the 
caſe, bad is better than none, you know, 


fir, J have reſolved to be cautious, 
friend, ſaid I, but I ſee you are hard 
pinched, and ſo—there's a ſhilling for 
ou. I cloſed the window, and prided 
myſelf upon having diſplayed that 
rue medium betwixt bounty and pro- 
zuſion, in giving only ce ſhilling at a 
time, inſtead of two. Yes, yes, ſaid ], 
| /e- there is nothing like ita cautious 
man, is an excellent character. 
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in theſe reflections J indulged my- 
(elf till about ten minutes paſt twelve, 
when'a footman, with a bunch of 
_ twiſted 
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twiſted papers at his cars, came tc 


acquaint me, that the ladics were 
waiting tea for me in the /:-4-y 


I obeyed this ſummons with pretty 


much that fort of joy which 2 
priſoner might be ſuppoſed to feel at 
the receipt of an unexpected re- 
prieve. 

Mrs. Darlington, and her ncicc 
were ſeated at an elegant tea-table, 
at which, a ſuperb ſervice of plate 


and china were exhibited. The tea 


was meaſured from a ſilver canniſter, 
and poured from a golden urn—but 
unluckily, the zcon tide ſun cane 
rather too rudely into the room 
that odious light puts cut one's eycs, 
exclaimed the matron — lower tlic 
blinds, Alicia, Good day to you, 
ladies, ſaid I, if it is not too fern : | 

un. 


6 


unluckily aimed at humour, in this 
ſalutation. Why it zs rather too ſoon, 
exclaimed the young lady, to call it 
day already; but you country *{quires 
Aways riſe, T think, with the lark, and 
go to bed with the crow—1s not 
that the maxim? Pray draw a chair, 
couſin, ſaid Mrs. Darlington—never 
mind that noiſy thing, but fit down 
and get your breakfaſt, Lord, couſin, 
replied Alicia, what do you call this ! 
Gemini! crimini! what have you got 
here ſhe lifted up the ſkirt of my 
coat, which had been the work of a 
rural taylor, and was not, (it ſeems) 
quite ridiculous enough for the London 
taſte, This really won't do, Benignus, 
continued miſs Darlington: I hope 
ou reſted agreeably, coulin, ſaid Mrs. 
Varlington.-—But J ſee, my good 

| reader, 
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reader, there will be no end of your 
ſays 7s, and ſays fbe's in this caſc-- 
ſo I'll een throw the breakfaii--n. 
verſation into dialogue. | 

Alicia. It's a lovely ſine ring, 
Benignus! | 

Mrs. D. What will you do with. 
yourſeit after breakfaſt, coulin ? 

Alicia. Do you drink ſugar * 

Mrs. D. I ſuppoſe you will til 
at our cream? 

Alicia. Shall I make your tes prett; 
{wcet ? 

Mrs. D. I hope you will make : 
long ſtay with us? 

Alicia. I dare ſay, you admire the 
country? 

Mrs. D. You don't eat, coutin : 

Alicia. Do you find your tea 2grec 


able, couſin * 
Mrs. D. 


L 8 
Mrs, D. I am afraid you breakfaſt 


: | J 


too la 
Theſe intere/ling queſtions all paſt, 
and rePaſt, like the rebounds of battle- 
door and ſhuttle-cock, in about the 
ſpace of one minute; ſo that, in at- 
tempting to reply to each, I was kept 
a a continual ſtutter, now directing 
myſelf to the aunt, and now to the 
neice, At laſt came on an interval, 
which I did not fail to fill up, by in- 
ſorming the ladies, in a confuſed man- 
ner, by way of general anſwer : that 1 
tes well, — it was indeed a Fire 
ung I drank /ugar—did not pro- 
Pole ſtaying long—liked the country 
perhaps, upon trial, might like London 
beer -would take the cream juſt as | 
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und it, but did not chooſe to eat 
; ny thing at preſent. | 
dy VOL, III. While 4 
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actly brought parallel to my mount! 


ty of hearing; ſhe was indeed ſo »: 
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While I was thus ſpeaking with 
tremulous voice, the old lady flanted 
her head till her right ear was en. 


and Alicia was biting her lips, ard 
catching her breath, as if labouring 
to ſubdue the Iickup. What doc: 
my coulin ſay, Alicia? cried Mrs. Das 
Iington,—!all remaining on the 11970 
—what is he talking about? Alici; 
then, with a very grave face, and n 
audible voice, recited the {ubiianc: 
of my ſpeech. I now found that 7s. 
Darlington was defective in the facul. 


tremely deaf, as ſcarce to underſtund 
the notes of her niece, which | had 
afterwards reaſon to believe, were in 
no degree wanting in {hrillnets. 


When 


E 

When Mrs. Darlington, therefore, 
dealt forth her interrogotaries, they 
were intended only as a proper quan- 
tum of that inoffenſive chit-chat, well 
adapted to the tea-table, and juſt as 
1zrceably inſipid as the tea itſelf. 
And as ſhe never heard one ſyllable, 
of the pertinent queſtions with which 
mils Alicia plied me, ſhe imagined 
her inquiries to run thus: What 
will you do with yourſelf after break- 
fait, my dear couſin? As you are 10 
great an admirer of the country, I tear 
it firſt, the time will hang heavy on 
your hands, in town. You will ſmile 
at our dignifying water and milk, 
with the name of cream ; and as you 
don't eat, I am afraid we breakfaſt 
oo late for your uſual time. Now 
heſe ſentences (with little momentary 
D 2 pauſes 


18 JF 
pauſes between) would have been pic ;” 
ing enough: and to do Mrs. I}artin 
ton juſtice, it muſt be confefled ſhe i 
make at leaſt a comma at each; but 
Alicia, who was both a wit, and + 
wag, ran her notes of interrogation, 
ſo rapidly between, that ſhe not 
deſtroyed her aunt's ſtops, and in 


endeavours to anſwer, but ply. 


upon the imperfection of Mrs. } ir 
lington, made me fit as if IWwas lab. 

ing under a violent impediment, 44 
confounded the whole convertation, 
Nor was this all: Alicia fpeakio- 
provokingiy in a low voice, cou: 
not be heird in any degree by the 
poor lady, nor in her preſent ob:qu2 
poſture could this fun-loving 10a, 
be even ſeen ; for Mrs. Darlington wa: 
ſitting on a coutrary ſide of the ch. 
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very attentively waiting my replies, 
t is more than poſſible, that Mrs. 
Darlington ſuppoſed I was adually 
making my reſponſes very regularly, 
ind that, upon principles of politeneſs, 
dne rather hore the mortification of 
lofing every ſyllable, than give a 
ranger to her infirmity the trouble 
of repeating his ſentiments. She was 
2 woman of real faſhion, and the in- 
ant ſhe underſtood from her rogueiſh 
interpreter, that I deſigned to employ 
my morning in taking a tranſient 
/urvey of the town, the ſaid her coach 
was now, and would always be at my 
ſervice; but when ſhe found I choſe 
walking, ſhe directed her footman to 
order Benjamin to attend me, adding, 
that, againſt my next excurſion ſhe 
would ſee out amongſt her young 
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friends for a more ſuitable companion. 
This advance of friendſhip reinſtated 
her in my eſteem, I piticd her mis— 
fortune, and began again to think 
ſhe was the beſt natured woman 
breathing. Of the young lady, how- 
ever, I made a memorandum, and 
ſet her down in the volume of 
extraordinaries. 

In ſomething leſs than a quarter 
of an hour after the tea-things were 
removed, a young fellow of a florid 
complexion, with his hair curling in 
his neck, came to inform me Mr. 
Abrahams would wait upon me in 
five ſeconds. Mr. Abrahams, was, it 
ſeems, the ſteward of Mrs. Darling— 
ton's eſtates, and had great ihare allo 
in the management of her mM 


aflairs; and my couſin, willing to 
commodarc 


„ 


commodate me in the beſt manner, 
went out herſelf to order the ſaid 
ſeuard, rather than a common menial 
adherent, to attend me. At the time 
this meſſage was brought me, Alicia 
and I were looking over the books, 
with the fitles of every one of which 
(numerous as they were) ſhe appeared 
to be acquainted ; ſhe peruſed the bearer 
of this meſſage, as accurately as poſſible, 
the moment he entered; and indeed 
he was a very proper ſubject for female 
criticiſim. 

Mr. Benjamin — for Benjamin it 
was, —was the zephew of this Mr. 
Abrahams the tootman out of liver 
to Mrs, Darlington —and the 7avorrite 
of Mrs, Darlington's niece, He was 
now habited in a light green coat and 
wailtcoat, neat buck-ſkin breeches, 
D 4 brown 
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brown thread ſtockings, a rufſſed ſhirt, 
ſhining ſhoes, and ſilver-buckles. 
Nor were other neceſſary appendages 
wanting; ſuch as an hazle ſwitch, 
headed with a piece of ivory, in his 
hand ; a cravat, which, with a narrow 
edging, and tied careleſsly, adorned 
his neck—a garnet breaſt-buckle in 
the form of a heart, and a bunch of 
baubles depending from his watch; 
in a word, he might very well have 
paſſed for a young nobleman, whoſe 
paſſions, gravitating towards the ken- 
| nel and the ſtable, had juſt come to 
i London for the day, on purpoſe to 
have the pleaſure of riding home . 
N morrow ; chiefly indeed for the ſu- 
| preme exploit of telliog his acquain- 


1 tances how many ſcore of miles he W 
| q b o » 5 4 : v. 
can ride betwixt /un-7i/e and ſun. e. 
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As Alicia ſeemed to pay ſome fort 
of reſpect to him, I inclined my head, 
1t his entrance, rather nearer the earth 
than was neceſſary ; or indecd, to ſpeak 
more properly, I was rather more 
lite than the eſtabliſhed laws of ſu- 


1 
bordination preſcribe: 


for, having 
noching about his dreſs that marked 
nis real ſtation (except a broad fringe 
of tiver that ſurrounded the button 
of his hat, which I did not directly 
take notice of, the hat being then 
under his arm), he might as eaſily be 
mitaken for my lord himfe!f, as my 
ord's favourite jock ey, Mr. Benjamin 
Vas, however, I find my ladh's gentle- 
mn; and a ſmart, tight, taking lad he 
Was, as ever came a volunteer into the 
longurable ſervice. 
jou int tend to ramble, ſaid Alica, 
ſpeaking 
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ſpeaking to me, and looking at Benje 
min ? Through the Park, miſs, I an- 
{wered—for no other reaſon, but be. 
cauſe it was the only place I could 
venture to talk about, without danger 
of feeling her wit. Tell your uncle 
then, Ben—I believe indeed ſhe might 
ſay Mr. Ben—tell your uncle he mui 
go with my coz. through St. james 5, 
o then up by Weſtminſter-Abbey, and 
fo then by the Houle of Lords, 
fo then home by Pall Mall; you. 
turn by dinner, Benignus? If phie 
{aid I—looking ſerioully at my watc! 
—if poſſible, but pray don't et ms 
tail; you ſee it is now, one o'clock— 
ſo that I am afraid I can't promitc— 
Why not, cried Alicia, why not, you 
have four hours good, and the deuce 13 
in it, if you will not have had chu, 


E 


for one day, long enough before then? 
had totally forgot again the new 
regulation of times and ſcaſons ; albeit 
made the beſt of my miſtake : then 
you dine at five, couſin ? Soon after 
it, ſaid he. Very well; I rejoined, 
then you may defend on me, and if 
Mr. Benjamin will go ſee for his 
uncle, I will ſet off di 55 
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Di- recthh, would have been pro- 


nounced, had not the two laſt ſylla- 


des of that word, been cut off, by 
the appearance of Mr. Abrahams him- 
elt. This ſerious perſonage was al- 
together different, both in look 
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he, not much in the tone of a donc 
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and dreſs, from his nephew Mr. Pen. 
jamin; being rather ſwarthy, thay 
fair, and formal than ſpruce.-— yy 


then, young fir, if you pleaſe, id 


tic—now, let us make hay, while N 
ſun ſhines, —with all my heart Mir, 
Abrahams, I replied, for we are ſome- 
thing late. Better late than never, } 
ſaid the ſteward —miſs Alicia your 
humble ſervant; Benjamin, I uncer- | 
ſtand from my lady, thee art to foliow | 
us. Ben bowed, Alicia. curtiicd, | 
Abrahams bent his neck, as if he hated 
compliment, (that is to pay it) and, 
went ſcraping like a ſchool-boy, ou. 
of the room. | 
And now it was that the expretiio! 
of Mr. Greaves became forcibiy c 
emplified; for, © curiofity indeec, 
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11 
paid the debt to ſurrounding ſpien- 
dour;” my eyes and heart were im- 
mediately taken captive, and led, not 
unwillingly, in the pleafing chains of 
incxhauſted novelty. I walked amid 
the ambition of buildings, and the 
cdatter of carriages, as if under en- 
chantment; and at the entrance of the 
Mall (which was on that day, crouded 
with company), I did not think that 
tie paradiſe of Mahomet could be 
more elegantly difplayed : for here, 
bezuty, wealth, and elegance, Were ON 
ul ſides exhibited, and what chiefly 
pleaſed me, was the appearance of 
ſaliſſaclion that crowned the whole. 
The dreſs and diſcourſe of every party 
wobt be various, but happineſs, fcemed 
tobe uniform: an ill tempered man 
vould here have loft his errand, and 

gone 
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youth and age appeared equally to 


1 
gone home diſappointed: the ladiss 
were ſprightly, and ſmiling; the gen. 
tlemen were affable, and gallant: 


CY 


pathized and expanded, at the view 
of ſo many hundreds of my felluw- 
creatures locial and agreeable, that! 
could not help catching Mr. Abrahams 
by the hand, and in the genuine «©. 
fufions of tranſport, exclalm ing, 


Heaven and earth! my dear fir, u. 
a joyful preſpect, is this! A fefa pro Wl i 
pect, quoth the ſteward—Alzck - 
alack, fir - much cry, and little v b. 
— all 15 not gold that glitters 5: 


nulla ſides.— Benjamin, an't that the 
fellow, who /aughs fo loud, along 


4 
with the woman there, in a blue fuck, 
the poor devil who came with 3 
d1anond 


„ 
damond ring for me to buy the other 
{414 Benjamin, */zs he, ſure enough 


Why he looks the merricit of the 


whole groupe, ſaid I. — That very 
ſcoundrel, rephed Abrahams, is the 
molt notorious black-leggs in town; he 
has ruined his whole family, and is 
twenty thouſand pounds in debt. 
\lercy upon us! faid Benjamin, lifting 
vp his hands! — mercy upon us! 
Heighlo! ſighed I-—-who would think 
it? Ah! ha! cried Benjamin ſoftly, 
vet with ſome emotion, there ſhe is, 
by gingo!— Here he plucked me 
rently by the ſleeve, aſking me, in a 
whiſper, if 1 took notice of a young 
woman on one of the benches, and 
it did not think ſhe was the mo/7 
landſomeſt creature I had ever ſeen, 
lince 
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ſince I had eyes in my head? 7 
latter part of this queſtion, was 4: 
tered rather warmly, ſo that bcc: 
J had time to anſwer it, Abraham 
turned about, and Benjamin (we 
all along kept aweful diftance) funk 
behind. We now paſt by a person, 
whom Mr. Abrahams ſaluted ves; 
obſequiouſly, calling him his baue, 
inquiring after his family, and pro- 
feſling himſelf at parting, his 
ovedren', and eternally devoted ſervant 
That muſt be a molt _—_ 
racter thought Ito myſelf; and Hong 
to know him: Pray Mr. aha 
what worthy gentleman was that, you 
ſhook by the hand- A worthy gentle: 
man, fir. replied Abrahams; as crrant 
a raſcal as any in the three kingdoms | 
— burning the candle at both cnds— 
2 has 
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has got ſix ſons—muſt come all to the 
pariſh—and 1s, at this very time, 1n 


treaty with an honeſt man, who has 


faved up a trifle by induſtry, to ſup- 
ply him with a cool thouſand upon 
the laſt mortgage. And ſo then, 
(thought I) well-bred perſons it ſeems, 
are the moſt obedient and eternally 
deviated ſervants of the erranteſt raſcal in 


the three Kingdoms ; and to ſhew their 


politeneſs the moreeminently, will even 


ſhake this identical raſcal by the hand, 
with the ſame cordiality, that they 
would embrace a very honelt fellow. 
By this time we had got to the top 
of the Park, and having now had a 
view of the gayer parts of the town, 
[ expreſſed a deſire to walk rather into 
lome of the ſtreets of bufineſs, than 


into the gloom of Weſtminſter- Abbey: 


Vol., III. E A wiſh 
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A wiſh which the ſteward gladly 
obeyed, obſerving that, trade was th: 
thing, and that every other point upon 


earth was traſh and flaſh, and lum. 


mery, and nonſenſe, and nothing 
at all. Benjamin ſeemed much to 
wiſh we would take another turn 
down the Mall, but perceiving his 
uncle againſt it, dared not heſitate; 
though I could plainly perceive the 
poor lad's heart was upon one of the 


benches. 


Accordingly we plunged into tlic 
great ſcenes of buſineſs, and had no 
{ſooner got within Temple-bar, han 
the contraſt became ſo viſible, that 
the building appeared to be the boun- 
dary of a different world, inhabited by 
2 different race of mortals, A iiep 


of diſpatch, an eye of attention, aud 
a face 


Wark 
2 face of care, diſtinguiſhed almoſt all 
we riet, from almoſt all we had /ef?. 
tone neighbour met another, he took: 
him haſtily by the hand, nodded his 
lead, and preſſed eagerly forward: 


whereas, on the contrary, I obferved 
parties in tne Park, ſaunter indolently 


long, or form themſelves into little 


locieties, and ſometimes hold a long 
converſation. Here alſo, the beaſt, 
ſeemed to ſhare the impatience of the 
nan; the very horſes, as if animated 
by the general hurry, were either 
virorouſly toiling in the car, or bound- 
ing along with the coach: even 
Vath was diſregarded; and the hearſes 
rolled beſide us with all the ſpright- 
ineſs of bridal chariots; nay, I beheld 
:ielow running a- croſs the way, with 


: 2/11 over his ſhoulder; and heard 


Ev him 


E „ 


im at the ſame time curſe a ſcavenger, 
who obſtructed his way. 

Abrahams jogged on with the ut. 
moſt indifference, except that now 
and then, he ſaid, he wiſhed Mrs. Dar 
lington lived in the cih, and that 
he thought Thames-ſtreet infinitely 
preferable to all the jumble of >. | 
James's. At laſt he diſpatched Ben. 
Jamin with an errand, firſt aſking my | 
permiſſion. The errand Juckily hap 
pened to lie at Charing-croſs; an! 
Benjamin, either out of affection he 
bore his uncle, or ſome cher perſon. 
ran forward as faſt as his legs could 
carry him. I now took a peep into 
the /bops, in every window of which 
was diſplayed a moderate fortune. 
Every thing that could give taſte te 


attracting trifles, or decorations (© 
that 


1 
that which was actually neceffary ; 
all that could accommodate the perſen 
with convenience, with luſtre, and 
with magnificence, lay open to the 
eye. The agreeable and glittering 
temptations were indeed ſo artfully 
di/pr/et, and ſo HKilfully had Invention 
varied her trinkets, that the paſſenger 
was irrefiſtibly invited to lay out his 
money ; and yet Abrahams, ſeldom 
turned his head, even to look at 
them. I was much captivated by the 
glaſs-caſe of a jeweller, when, ſtopping 
to look over the ſplendid toys which 
it contained, I aſked the ſteward if 


he was not amazed to ſee fo many. 


pretty, ſhewy contrivances ? Nor at 
all amazed, anſwered he, fir, to /ce 
them, but very much amazed to think 
there are any people weak and ig- 
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E 
noramus enough to buy them; but, as 
I always ſaid, a fool and his money 1s 
ſoon parted. There was a little box 
however, which particularly pleaſcd 
me, and which 1 was reſolved to 
purchaſe, in defiance of all the pro. 
verbs of Solomon or Abrahams, 1 
went into the ſhop, while Abrahams, 
ſtood grinning at the door, as inuch 
as to ſay, he did not like the bu- 
ſineſs. 

The trader was one of the neateſt, beſt 
ſpoken, obliging beings that ever hopped 
round a counter; his face was cxcecd- 
ing pale, and made ſtill paler by the 
powder on his pate, which was rather 
flat than oval, but there was a gaicty 
in his eyes (even though they were 
grey), which compenſated for ſome- 


thing of deadneſs, in the reſt of his 
coun. 


E 


countenance. He drew out the glaſs 
adroitly, and gave me, with flippant 
affability, the hiſtory and intent of 
every bauble. 1 was really quite 
taken with the man's politeſe; and 
though I had no ſort of intention to 
buy more than the little box, yet he 
ſo clearly proved to me the indiſpen- 
lible neceflity and uſe of ſeveral ar- 
ticies, of which I never before had 
an 1dea, or indeed knew that the 
world contained in it any ſuch arti- 
ticles, that, in leſs than twenty mi- 
nutes, this courteous jeweller abſo- 
lutely talked me out of ſeven guineas 
and a half. I made purchaſe of a 
{lining chain for my watch, which 
the trader proteſted was the moſt 
delicate workmanſhip in the three kingdoms 
bought two cryſtal ſeals, becauſe 
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he very properly obſerved, that + 
good chain ought to have hand/o11: 9. 
penaages, in the ſame manner as a good 
houſe ought to have handſome turn. 
ture. I bought a filver tooth-pick 
caſe, becauſe he ſaid no gentl-man was 
without one, and, beſides, they looked 
mighty pretty in the hand after dinner. 
theſe, with my box, completed my 
marketings, with which 1 departed, 
and as | went out of the door, in- 
formed Mr. Abrahams (with ſome— 
what of triumph in the tone of my 
voice) of my bargain, aſking him at 
the ſame time, if he did not think ! 
had them a pennyworth f 


A pennyworth, fir |—cried the ſte- 
ward, (ſneering up his upper-lip, till 
it touched the tip of his noſe, and 
twitching up the waiſtband of his 

breeches 


25 


breeches with infinite diſdain, though 
not ſo as to tear them) a pennyworth | 
Every man knows his own buſineſs 
hefſt— Some ſave, and ſome do not 
ue many reſervoirs — many foun- 
ins Don't you think them cheap 
then, faid 12—The Lord knows, ſir, 
inſwered Abrahams —What's cheap 
o one, may be dear to another, you 
know—Many men, many minds— But 
what do you think--rejoined I? - Think 
—ſeplicd the ſteward, railing his voice 
bout four notes, — think —Why 1 


fume to judge for you—yet I ſay, I 
tink I would look at the trumpery 
ve, and my ſeven golden guineas 


imes, before I would part with a 


rſs happeny for all the things in the 
| _ raſcal's 


— 
Dre rene 


think but I don't nevertheleſs pre- 


ren and twenty thouſand thouſand 
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1 
ſhop; for not a thing there can [ ſee 
that a reaſonable man has any ſort of 

_ occaſion for. Why, I have lived in this 
ſame Londou, now fir, eight and forty 
years, and better than forty-eight,— 
have ſeen all the catch - penny conun- 
drums that ever were invented to 
take people in, and yet I never laid 
out a crooked fix-pence upon any 0! 
them; and, what's better ſtill, I hope 
(with God's grace) I never [hall ; tur, 
between you and I, fir, thoſe fſhew- | 
away fellows are mere pick-pockets, 
mere pick-pockets—raſcals that live 
by ſnatch and catch: and will havc 
one hand in your fob, as I may ly, 
while t'other is ſqueezing you out 2 
welcome No fir ſolid buſincls— 
merchandize, brokerage, and ſuch 
fair and ſquare dealings, are the things 

for me. 
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The ſtructure of St. Paul's now com- 
manded my notice, and I looked at it 
13 worthy the Deity to whom it was 
devoted; and the Apoſtle (ſaid I to 
Abrahams) whoſe name it bears, 
might not bluſh to preach in it. It is 
a vaſt piece of work, to be ſure, anſwer- 
ed the ſteward, cautiouſly pulling out 
lis watch, and regulating it by the 
dial, but I never was nearer it than 1 
am now: I am pretty right I believe 
lf you chooſe to ſee the inſide, I will 
attend you to the warder, and wait 
it the door till you return, And 1s 
it poſſible, ſaid I, that you could be fo 
many years in town, and let ſuch an 
editice as this eſcape you? Very poſ- 
lible, he replied, that I ſhould eſcape, as 
you call it, this edifice, and every other 
df the like kind; for I never ſet my 


foot 


1 


foot within a church ſince I was born. 
 No!—cried J, in aſtoniſnment. No, te- 
plied the ſteward, never, indeed. Doc- 
tors and doctrines differ you know, fi 
In this town there are many reli. 
gions — Many religions, Mr. Abr- 
hams! — I mean, ſaid Abrahams, 
many ways of being religious — But 
ſurely, the eſtabliſhed proteſtant, ſaid 
I !—Eſtabliſhed fiddleſtick, quoth 4- 
brahams (prudently depoſiting his 
watch into his fob, as he heated in 
his argument) —what matters it whc- 
ther I chooſe to perform my journey 


on horſe-back, or on foot, by dis 
road, or by that? So as I get to the hn 


at laſt, that's enough. What's that to 
you? under favour ſir What's that t 
"ra ?—I tel] you what, young ventic- 
man, churches and chapels are all 

| | okt 8 


Tt 


joke; 2 man may be as much in the 
way of working out his ſalvation as 


he walks along the ſtreets, as if he 
was to wear out the knees of his 
breeches by prayer. Faith and good 
works—hope and charity. Good works, 
above all things, that's the point 


that's the creed that's little He 


that's ſalvation, ſit!— The drops of diſ- 
putation began to ſtart in his fore- 


head, and he collected as much wind 


into his mouth as he poſſibly could, that 


ke might cool his ferment with a whew 


looked at him without ſpeaking, 
—becauſe I really did not know what 
to ſay. He had not, indeed, yet done, 
tor though the preſs of people began 
luddenly to be ſevere, this good man, 
in ſpite of ſweat or ſqueezing, mut- 
tered forth ſeveral heavy ſarcaſms 
again 
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againſt pulpits, parſons, churches, and 
chapels ; ſtill inſiſting that goed wie 
alone, would fave the foul. Though 
I did not extremely reliſh Mr. Abra- 
hams' ſyſtem, yet I honoured him for 
his principle, as to good works, and 
began to believe, that, however he 
might be miſtaken, 1n fome of his 
maxims, his grand tenet was right, 
and might poſſibly make him a bene- 
volent member of ſociety, 
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We had juſt diſentangled ourſelves 


$i 0 
from the croud, when the fieward ; 
perceived he had loſt one of his ſhoc- 
buckles : a diſcovery which produced ; 


much agitation, and a reſolution 
(with my leave) to bunt after is, when 
tle 


a 3 | 


the people were diſperſed; by which i 
means, ſays he, ar leaſt, I ſhall per- 1 
haps obtain ome part of it. I repre- 4 
ſented to him the little likehhood of 1 
this. Sir, replied he, with a rueful 
tone and geſture, pointing to his foot |: 
—ſir, don't you ſee that it is V r ] 
Silver, fir, ſolid filver, as I hope to be | | 


8 ů— 
ä 


aved: and thirteen years ago, the 


par coſt me nine ſhillings and fix 1 
pence. I ſhan't be able to anſwer it to I; 
my conſcience if I don't ſee after it; | 
bendes, I had rather ſpend a pound [ | 
dan loſe a penny. Scripture for that: i | 
hocver loſeth one thing, having nine- i 
nine other things, doth he not ſeck | 
Ulgently till he find it, yea, even at the i 
large of a candle? Very true, ſaid T, x 
u. Abrahams, Iſee you have ſo many 1 
hong arguments in your favour, that i 
We pl 
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we will wait till the coaſt is a liste 
clear, and then, for conſcience lake, 
I will afliſt you in the ſearch, Mean 
time, fir, ( ſaid Abrahams, highly 
pleaſe with my condeſcenſion) tup- 
pole you were to amuſe yourſelf in that | 
bookſeller's ſhop (where you may look | 
over all the books, ſuch is the conve- 
nience of a lounging place, without | 
laying out any thing) while 1 will | 
keep my ground, and fee that nobody 
ſtoops to take up my buckle, and !9 
march off with my property—'l here arc | 
ſharpers, fir, at every corner of chi 
town ; and unluckily, there is more 
gape about this curſed ſpot, with pic- | 
tures on the one fide, and a damned 
great lumbering building, (God for- 
give me!) on the other, than at any 
quarter of the whole city. He nos 

ſtood, 


© 3 


ſtood, fixed as a rock, and vigilant as 
11yox; whale J. purſuing his advice, 
auntered into the ſhop of a book- 
teller, 

There are ſeveral places in this me- 
tropolis, (and indeed a!l over this king- 
dom,) particularly adapted to cheriſh 
iClenels. A bockſeller's, a barber's, a 
chandler's, and a milliner's; and theſe, 
both in London and in the country, 
arc 1mmemorially famous for ſhelter- 
ing thoſe people who have little 70 do, 
and an infinite deal to ſay. Hence we 
conſtantly find them filled and fre- 
quented by indolents of all denomina- 
tions. Included in the catalogue, are 
half. pay officers, gentlemen who live, 
25 they term it, on their means, gen- 
emen who live upon «ways, without 
amy means at all; ladies who ſet the 
Vo“, III. F. faſhions, 


66 


faſhions, ladies who follow the faſhlions, 


and ladies who only love to {ee and 
tale about faſhions, without any power 


to do more than hobble in the train, 


at an humble, imitative diſtance : 
theſe are peculiar to the connection: 
of the milliner. The barber and the 
chandler, for the vulgar; and the 
bookſeller, for the lazy, the learned, 
and the laborious. 
There were ſeveral of this kind oi 
cuitomers in the ſhop when I went in. 
and two or three people really mah 
ing purchaſes, Seeing bulineſs on 
foot, and a chair empty, I ſat down, 
and ran my eye over a pamphlet that 
laid upon the counter, Pray Mr. 
Luton, ſaid one of the cuſtomers, 
holding a book in his hand, does th! 
do any thing? Why not much, ir, it 


MEVEs | 


1 


nodes but /lowly. Aye, aye, feſtina lente, 
laid the other the fellow has a pretty 
knack at novels, I think. I don't much 
admire his poetry. Oh, execrable, 
replied Luton; he is a mere block- 
head at verſe, though I ventured to 
give ſomething for his Miſcellanies. 
Did they do 2—Very well for the paſ- 
try-cook, I believe, rejoined Luton—I 
{old them by the lump to the man 


vonder: he had the whole impreſſion _ 


tor feven and fix pence,—yet, as they 
were upon the luſcious order, and there- 
fore likely to run through the libraries, 
truck off a thouſand: horridly taken 
in, to be ſure; but it's all a lottery, all a 
lottery, ſir.— Well, replied the cuſ- 
tomer, Ill take theſe Pope's, and 
when you get any thing tolerable, do 
me know—Oh—pray, Mr. Luton, 
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[ 68 ] 
how did your four volumes of Ae 
Philsſophy, by Dabbleall, go off? 14+ 
is a doer of all works, methinks, and 
the fellow has certainly a furn. Aye, 
cried Luton, that may be, but | have 
turned him , for all that. He is dul, 
fir, deviliſh dull, dull as orthodoxy. 
1 declare to you, his Philoſophy has 
not yet paid advertiſements :—1 ! 
him it was too much in the old {ple - 
God, God, God; nothing but {us ind 
goodneſs, and go to church, and go 
bed early, through the whole—-S2ys | I 
to him, now pray, my dear Mr. Das 
bleall, be a little heterodex, a little dur 
of the way, now do; don't go ofi, in I 
the old report, with a moral at you 
head, and a proverb at your a—-e, | 
beſeech you don't. You know, peo, 
ple ſleep over theſe migh y good fi V 


writ} 9s. 


1 
writings, A touch of the Tabernacle, 
for Heaven's ſake, my dear Dab. 
Well, and what aid he, cried the 


buyer, preparing to go out? Said he, 


1ejoined Mr, Luton, ſternly, why he 
{aid nothing. I might as well have 
:ndeavoured to drive an hackney be- 
yond his houſe of call, as that mule of 
1 fellow out of his track. No, lar, 
no: he wrote obſtinately on, ſtring- 
ing together his damned collection of 
morals, into four volumes 8vo. and 
preachifying, till he proufly picked my 
7zcict of above a hundred and fifty 
zuineas; beſides the twenty, (here he 


caught the gentleman by the wrilt,) 


| generally gave him for the copy be- 
fore the firſt volume was worked off. 
but, heaven be praiſed, I have waſhed 
my hands of him, and ſo he and his 
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devotion may go to the devil tore. 
ther. — This is a ſtrange town, cri-( 
the gentleman, that can neither be 
pleaſed with religion, or bawdry—Ne 
at all, replied Luton, not at all, fir; 
it is the happy mixture of. both togc- 
ther—a little of 0, delicately daft; 
ed, that does the buſineſs. Here, 
here's a little fellow now (taking 
book from a ſhelf behind him) herc'+ 
a lad knows how to tickle up th: 
town to a tittle : knows how to tec! 
the pulie of the public to a nicety. 
Lookec, fir, pointing to the tit! 
page, fifth edition, with addition, 
and came out only the beginning 
the winter — every thing he writes 
runs like wildfire. He has fuch 
way of wrapping the thing up—tuch a 
a —a-—a, ſir, method of mixing th. 

honey 


„„ 
honey with the ſting — ſuch a—a 
knack at playing off the paſſions —Oh 
Lord, fir, he is a ſpecial journeyman, 
indeed ; aye, and works reaſonably— 
but I beg pardon, my cuſtomers I ſee 
are waiting Mr. Queriſt, your very 
humble ſervant, fir. Good morrow to 
you, ſaid the gentleman, and went 
out. He now ſerved other people, 
and they going away likewiſe, I was 
juſt riſing from my chair to converſe 
with Mr. Luton, when a tall, ſpare, 
cure came ſtalking into the ſhop, 
taking out of his boſom a large 
packet, and preſenting it to the book- 
eller. There is volume the firſt, cried 
the ſpectre, In God's name, Mr, Le- 
muel, {aid Luton, (caſting his eye at a 
chaſm in his breeches, which I believe 
might originally have been whiteiſh,) 
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why do you come out in the day time? 


You know the credit of me and my 


ſhop, and every body knowsyour trade 
in a twinkle. This was delivered in 2 


ſort of half-whiſper, articulating as it 


were grinningly, through the teeth. 
Sir, ſaid the author (for ſuch he was 
I was driven into this ſtep, by a pre- 
cipitate and particular neceſſity; for 
my landlord begins to mention the 
ſubgett of arrears and rent to me, 
and therefore you will advance 
me the price of this — laying his 
ſable palm upon the parcel — di- 
rectly, becauſe the remarks of min: 
hoſt are not only pathetic, but have 
therewith a tincture of the terrible. 
What before the proofs are corrected, 
cried Luton? That's out of the re- 
gular channel, you know, Mr. Le. 

| muel ; 


E 38 ] 


muel ; but, as a matter of indulgence, 


and in conſideration of that aperture 


in your breeches, I will come down 
half a guinea, and truſt to your 


honour to go on with the ſame 


care, as if you had not received a 
firthing. Men of letters ought to be 
lometimes encouraged; and as I really 
believe you have a little out-run the 
conſtable in the purchaſe of that laſt 
pair of ſhoes, I can't refuſe you : there, 
ir, He told out ten ſhillings and fix 
| pence, from a purſe which appeared 
to contain about ſixty pounds, and the 
petitioner (after having given a writ- 
ten acknowledgment for the ſum) 
took it up, made his bow, and walked 
way, without any diſagrceable ſenti- 
ment whatever. He was ſcarce gone, 
nen another perſon, in a full trimmed 
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{uit of black velvet, came firutting 
into the ſhop, with a look, tread. and 
tone of great authority. Luton, {aid 
he, you muſt let me have three hun. 
dred to-morrow : the Hiſtory wil 
make eight quarto volumes, and | 
will not take {tx pence leſs than 1591, 
each. Really, fir, ſaid Luton, you put 
me to a zonpluſh, I am quite out of 
caſh—have a large ſum to make up for 
my printer againſt the beginning © | 
the week —1 wiſh therefore A fig 
for your withes, fir, replied the de- 
mandant, (elevating his head, and cx: 
panding his cheſt,) ſhall 1 have the 
money ?—What time will you call in 
the city, fir, anſwered Luton, fneak- 
inglv—[ call in the city, Mr. Lucy 
— What do you mean by that! 4 


y 5. 
Who's 


conflagration conſumethe city 


F | 
k 
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to run after you, hey? I have a 
houſe I ſuppoſe, yes, and in a Square, 
ind I preſume you know too, that 
there is a certain brazen intelligencer 
upon the door, and I expect you by 
cleven o'clock. I ſay no more,—but 
[ expect, d—m—e I expect you! So 
laying, he turned upon his heel, threw 
is body of literature into a carriage, 
which was waiting for him at the 
door, and left Luton to meditate up- 
on the three hundred pounds. 

now roſe a ſecond time, and de- 
red to ſee the Magazines for the 
month : while I was turning over 
tele, Abrahams came in, begging me 
ten thouſand pardons, and molt bit- 
terly complaining that he had been 
woping almoſt upon his hands and 
knce: this hour, to no manner of pur-. 
pole, 
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Ly 
poſe, for he could ſee no ſigns of his 
property ; and that, hard as it Was, 
he muſt e'en put up with the lots; 
and was ready to attend me to din 
ner. I propoſed going back in a 
coach, to which Mr. Abrahams, con- 
felling himſelf heartily tired (and 
knowing poflibly that there would b. 
no great matter for him to pay) rea. 
dily conſented, I purchafed a pam 
phlet, a coach was called, and we {ct 
off for Mrs. Darlington's. 
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About the middle of Fiect-!trcet, 
Abrahams happened to caſt his cy* 
upon the ſhop of a ſilverſmith; and 


this 


„ 
this bringing ſtrongly to mind tbe 


misfortune of his buckle, he cried 


out with ſome emotion, what a pretty 
morning's work have 1 made of it, in- 
deed; yes, yes, fine misfortunes, 1n- 
deed -a buckle too, that J have had ſo 
org, and a buckle of filver into the 
bargain, and a buckle that might have 
been in the ſhoe of my Benjamia. 
when Tam laid low in my grave!—Stop 
coachman, ſtop, ſaid I, ſet us down 
nere a minute. I took the unhappy 
teward by the hand, and walked with 
him into the ſhop. - If I thought L 
could match it now, faid Abrahams, 
25 he paſled towards the door, I would 
certainly be extravagant for once; 
tnovgh I believe I have a pair of re- 
pectable metal buckles in the houſe 
too: he could, however, find no fel- 
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1 
low to that which was on his foot; 
and truly, its fellow would not van 
ealtly have been found in any thup 
within the liberties of London : for 
beſides that it was in faſhion tric 
years ago, it was ſo exceſſively ſmal! 
and thin, with the wear and tcar ct 
ſo many hard winters, that I apyre- 
hend a fiiver groat would have turne! 
the ſcale, and fairly out-valued it 

Not being able, therefore, to pro- 
vide a companion for the old onc, be 
thought of bartering with it for a fr. 
cond hand pair; and to this purpotc 
he unbuckled, laid the ſolitary ter 


vant upon the counter, and dclired t 


know what it was worth, or rather, 
what he could allow him in the cx 
change, ſhould he chooſe to bocon 


a purchaſer. As much as any boo; 
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in the buſineſs, fir, ſaid the filver- 
ſmith, and while I determine its va- 


lue, perhaps, if you look over the 
drawer on the other ſide, you may 


{uit yourſelf; and depend upon it, 


vou are come to the cheapeſt ſhop i 
econ. We examined a variety of 
!,ewy goods, to all of Which Mr. 
Abrahams, the ſteward, had but oz 
objection, viz. that he was morally 
lure the fellow would aſk three 
times more than, as an honeſt man, 


he ought ; for, fir, ſays he, drawing 


up his jaws ſignificantly, there is no 
gueſling at the value of a buckle, 


while theſe heavy tongs and an- 


chors are in them. Meantime the fil- 


verſmith was employed, at the oppo- 


lite counter, in weighing the old 
vuckle, which he preſently informed 
us 


Wan” 


backwards and forwards) upon the 


a 
us came to ſeventeen pence half- 
penny. Seventeen pence halfpcnny ! 
cried the ſteward, (turning {hort 3. 
bout, and twitching the fore-top of 
his wig;) why man, the pair coſt me 
nine ſhillings and fix pence, and they 
are as good as new. There is 4 preat 
difference betwixt buying and felling, 
you know fir, obferved the trader, 
and there is nobody now will put ſuch 
a thing as this (turning the anchor 


foot. Won't they? Why not pray, 


faid Abrahams, while the colour came 
fluſhing over his cheek-bone—\V. | 
not, hey? It don't ſignify dilputio! 
fir, about ſuch a trifle, of whici f 
have offered you the full value, „ 


joined the trader; and if you h4v* 1 
mind to take the money, there it 1 


1 


E 
if not you are welcome to the trouble 
you have given me, and your buckle 


into the bargain. I am, am 1! What, 
after you have bruis'd the anchors all 


to pieces, hey? replied Abrahams. I 


thank you for your love, but 1 am a 
man that knows the world; an odd 
od bird, that knows wheat from chaff. 
mM have my buckle, exactly as I gave 
it you, fir, What a devil buſineſs 
144 you to mangle my property 1n 
this manner—in this way? He ran on 
for ſeveral minutes, and at laſt aſk'd, in 
igrowling voice, what would be the 
'oweſt price of the pair hanging over 
the window? Why, ſaid the filver- 
imith, they are only plated, were 
made many ages ago, and being old 
tyle, will come cheap. Plated, ſneer'd 
Abrahams with ineffable contempt ; 

YOL;- HE. 9 then, 


4 


then, I ſuppoſe, inſtead of ſevente:n, 
you would not give me ſeven peice, 
if I ſhould chooſe to diſpoſe of them a 
twelvemonth hence? No, nor {even 
farthings neither, ſaid the trade man, 
returning his ſneer. Thou art a ver! 
ſaucy fellow, rejoin'd the ſtcward, an 
would go with my ſhoe-ſtraps about 
wy heels to eternity, before 1 wou!d 
buy a pair of thec. As you pleale, fir, 
jaid the ſmith; and, to tell you thc 
truth, I don't care how few of ſuc! 
cuſtomers I have to my back. Abra. 
hams was huddling up his broke: 
lilver (not forgetting the iron thereun: 
to belonging), and was buſtling away 
in high dudgeon, when I begg'd him 
to ſtop a moment. No, ſir, anſwel d 
he; no, fir, I will wait for you in the 
coach, but I will not ſtay another 

| ſecond 


Fo 7 


ſecond in this ſhop, for all the fur- 
liſod up fluff it contains: fo ſaying, 
he went out grumbling and grinning 

in a moſt violent manner. 
now rewarded the pains of the 
flverſmith, by purchaſing a pair of 
neat and new ſilver buckles, received 
his thanks, with my goods, nicely 
wrapped up in a piece of paper, and 
went forthwith to the coach. I had 
not got my foot upon the ſtep, before 
| heard Abrahams ſeverely chiding a 
woman who had been ſweeping the 
crolway with a beſom, for having 
the impudence to defire alms, when 
ite had fo good a trade in her hands; 
and when I do not doubt, ſaid he, 
but you have extorted more money 
"rom paſſengers this very morning, 
6 2 than 


1 
than would make good the lots Of 
the ſilver buckle which 1 loſt in St. 
Paul's Church-Yard. Indeed, hr, cried 
the woman, I have not taken but one 
halfpenny to day, though half a thou— 
ſand folks have gone over my crofſui, 
without duſting their ſhoes, and that 
one was flirted at me by a young man 
who wanted to ſee if he could not hit 
the old woman on the head, by . 
ing a halfpenny as he would play 
taw, and ſo, wantonly—God bless bir 
——]jerkt it at me from his finger and 
thumb, in this manner; and after all. 
fir, lookee, it is but a Brum. Do, 
therefore, dear, good fir, for charity's 
lake. — Charity, my b—k—de, bd 
Abrahams, pr'ythee woman don't be 
troubleſome, go civilly away, for! 
won't give thee a favs, Coachman, 
drive 


„ 


drive on; ſaying this, he drew up 
diſdainfully one of the glaſſes. The 
poor woman really looks faint, and, 
[| think, Mr. Abrahams, ſaid I, we 
hould ſo far oblige her, as to throw 
| her 2 little copper ; and then, letting 
down the glaſs, I gave her two-pence. 
—As you like, exclaimed old Good 
Works, as you like: I have loſt enough, 
ir, for one morning already, The 
coach now proceeded, and Abrahams 
lat tullenly ſwelling in one corner, 
icaning his arm againſt the left pannel, 
chagrin'd much at the buckle, but 
more, at what he call'd the ſaucineſs 
of the eller of buckles. When I had 
[cen Mr. Abrahams exhibit his temper 
thus far, J was reſolv'd, if poſſible, to 
bring him about a little, before I re- 
gu'd him over to melancholy reflec- 

G63 tions 


1 86 J 
tions in his counting-houſe : and, in 
this manner, I began to adminiſter 2 
ſalve for all his ſores. Mr. Abrahams, 
I think myſelf much obliged to you 
for your company in my rambles of 
the morning; but I cannot without 
concern reflect, that in procuring me 
this pleaſure, it has been productive 
of your inconvenience; and, as it has 
ſo fallen out, I muſt in ſome degree 
inſiſt upon repairing it. The wer 
repairing, like ſudden ſunſhine in 
ſtormy weather, work'd wonders up- 
on the features of Abrahams, Which, 
from the gloom of wrathful wrinkics, 
became ſoften'd into the moſt ſmiling 
{ymptoms of complacence; and whe! 
I put the paper which contain'd the 
buckles into his hand (re- inſiſting up: 
on his acceptance as a debt due to hin. 


. . 
1 


1 
for his civility), he only affected to re- 
fuſe, that I might preſs them the more 
eagerly upon him, and ſo give him 
a better opportunity to receive 
chem, without exciting in my breaſt 
any ſentiment to his diſadvantage ; for 
Mr. Abrahams was a great obſerver 
of forms; and, although he was at 
the bottom as ſelfiſh a mortal as could 
poſſibly exiſt, yet he took great care, 
ju general, to fave appearances, and 
without, 1n reality, ever doing a 
fingle praife-worthy action, was ge- 


i, 


neraily talk'd of as a very religious, 


knowing, well-meaning, good kind of a 


man. He took the buckles, and ſo 
well contriv'd it, as to fix the obligation 
on my ſide; for, as he put them into 
bis pocket, he very gravely aſſured 


me, that rather than font me by a 
G 4 denial, 
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86 
denial, ſuch was his regard, he would 
wear the buckles, even though they 
came from the ſhop of the moſt ſcoun- 
dreily ſilverſmith in the city of Lon— 
don. | 

Thus was good-humour reſtor'd to 
the ſteward, who chuckled and chat— 
ted all the reſt of the way; and when 
we arrived at Mrs. Darlingion's, he 
jumpt out of the coach with the briſk 
neſs of a boy, and handed me obic- 
quiouſly into the hall, —We had tor- 
got to pay the coachman, and I fa 
the ſteward in a dilemma—he fumble 
in his pockets ſome time, then pro- 
ducing a guinea, aſk'd, with a trem- 
bling voice, for change, though ! 
could plainly fee how much his ava- 
rice was alarmed Jeſt the driver ſhould 


happen to have ſo much filver about 
| | him, 


„ 
him. I relieved his diſtreſs, by ſatiſ- 


fying the fare, while the good man was 
making many excuſes for giving me 
much trouble, and lamenting his 
want of looſe ſilver, which, he pro- 
teſted, for the future, he would al- 
ways carry in his pocket. 


CH AF. LVI. 


he dinner was ſerving up as I en- 
cd che dining-parlour, where I was 
no ſooner ſeated, than I related the 
adventures of the morning, conceal- 
ing only the preſent of the buckles. 
Ihe ladies were highly entertained by 
thc narrative, and Miſs Alicia was 
particularly ſmart in her remarks, 


till 
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till I came to animadvert on the be. 
haviour of Benjamin. This intelli. 


. gence, I confeſs, was reſerv'd as 3 
i . coup de grace, becauſe (ſhrewd!y ſuſ. 


pecting the ſtate of the young lady's 
mind, and willing to gratify a piece of 
pleaſant revenge), I was reſolv'd 0 
_ tee what effect the relation of this in. 
cident would have upon the conſititu- 
tion of this lively laſs, who had taken 
much delight in playing upon my in- 


experience ever ſince I came into the | 
houſe. ' I had no ſooner, therefore, ( 
mentioned Benjamin's warm cnc0- ( 
mium of the young woman on the q 

1 


bench; adding, likewiſe, in a jocu— 
lar manner, that I preſum'd Mr. Ben- 


| jamin had bis favourites; than the face ar 
[| £5 „ . 
|| and neck of Alicia were cover'd with 

5 an unuſual ſuffuſion of crimſon, which, 

[ i 

[ 


1 


in the next moment diſappearing, 
Jeft her as pale and languid as a lily, 
She cut the flices upon her plate over 
and over again, till in the end they 
were ſmall enough for the mouth of a 
ſparrow; and yet, after all, ſhe had 
neither inclination or intention to eat, 
Mrs. Darlington, who, though a well- 
bred woman, was not a very-accurate 
obſerver, took no notice of theſe 
changes in her niece, whole diſtreſs 
ſoon became ſo evident, that ſhe was 
obliged to rife from table, and coun- 
terfeit a terrible head-ach, for a dif- 
quietude, which, in fact, ſat much 
nearer to the heart. 

| now pitied her molt fincerely, 
and execrated myſelf for the unneceſ- 
'ary miſchief I had occaſioned. Vile 
propenſity, faid I, pitiful paſſion this, 
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that leads us to repay every petty ol. 
fence in kind! How could I ever per- 
ſuade myſelf to ſtoop ſo low as to re- 
criminate ? and, becauſe I ſmarted 
beneath a momentary ſally of wit, | 
mult needs take advantage of 1 bare 
conjecture, and purſue my purpole, 
till I wrung the tender confeſſion from 
the heart; and that, the heart of 2 
woman, and that woman a relatirn. 
Oh fie upon it, fie upon it! I fee! wy: 
ſelf bluſh ! 
When poor Alicia arofe, Mrs. Dar 
lington aroſe with her, appearing ſen- 


ſibly to feel her anxiety, and ſo the) 
went ſighing up ſtairs together, 1% [ 
now, therefore, left alone to the cn. a 
joyment of my reflections; and thei: v 
ſoon brought on, ſoliloquy the ſecond U 

0 


Why, friend Benignus, this is a brave 


ſ $# 11/Y 
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ktting aut! A noble exploit truly 


Thou haſt ſpoilt a very excellent din- 


ner, and ſent the founders of the feaſt 
weeping away. The banquet is thy 
own : pr'ythee then fall too, enjoy it, 
ind complete thy triumphs, by riot- 
ng in the hoſpitality which thou haſt 
thus gratefully rewarded ! The whole 
matter too, may poſſibly, be a weak 
ſurmiſe, How then have I had the 
Murance to make the ſtory out my 
own way? 

Mrs. Darlington now returned, ob- 
jerving that her niece had deſired to 
be lekt alone a little, and politely 
made her apologies for leaving me ſo 
abruptly. All this was poiſon to my 
wound. I was fully conſcious of the 
little trick I had played. The pang 
ot reproach ſtruck my heart, and the 


tear 


vet, unblunted by habitual tre(pailes; 
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buted ſomething to the happineſs of 
others; ſo my greateſt anxiety arole 
from an idea of having promote: 
their miſery. Yet, in the preient ci, 


neſs which my blunder had b10u7't 
about; for all explanations ous 


PP 
7 — — 


. 
tear of contrition was ſwimming 
round my eye. I declined eating. ©: 
pretence of fatigue, and Mrs. Dar- 
lington ſwallow'd a ipoonful of {oup, 
and withdrew again to her Alicia. 
ſpent the interval betwixt this meal 
and tea, in a ſenſe of real agony, ai! 
ing from the conviction of real mean. 
neſs and error. My feelings were, s 


and, as my greateſt joy aroſe fron! 
the contemplation of having coutr:- 


no way was left open for me to 
my miſtake, or to {often the 1n6e01- 


re th 
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ave betrayed that I gueſſed at Alicia's 


gitorder; and I could not fo much as 
lope admittance to her apartment, 
had explanation been adviſeable. At 
tca, however, the young lady made 
her appearance, led tenderly into the 


ſce her attempting to reiume her for- 
mer ſpirits; of which, in the genera!, 
ſhe had, as the reader may pollibly re- 
collect, an auundant ſhare. But, right- 
well ſung; the Bard, who firſt obſerve 
ed, that misfortunes * love to cluſ- 
« ter,” and ſeldom or never come 
tngly. Indeed, one is commonly the 
li-favour'd meſſenger of anther, and 


the laſt dreadful. chapter of human ac- 
eidents. This was a day of diſaſters 
10 poor Alicia. Mrs. Darlington had 


Juſt 


oom by her aunt, and I was glad to 


that of a third, and ſ on to the end of 
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Juſt pour'd out the firſt cup of tea. 


and was affectionately preſſing her 
niece to drink it, when a violent Gil 
was neard in the hall, and a cons 
cry of ſeveral voices, as if deploric: 


* 


a misfortune. Preſently afterwards 4 
ſervant came into the parlour, a: 
with him Mr. Abrahams, acquainting 
the ladies, that Benjamin, who had 
been miſſing at dinner, was now con 
in all over blood and bruiſes, and that 
the ſervants were carrying him up, 
bed ſpeechleſs. 

Blood was no ſooner pronounce 
than the tea-cup fell from the hand of 
Alicia to the ground; on which, in 
the ſame moment, ſhe ſunk down ber 
feif, This Mrs. Darlington imputc- 
to the effects of a ſudden ſurprize fei- 
ing her ſo ſoon after her late agitation; 


while 


1 
while T was, perhaps, the only one 
preſent who attributed it to the truc 
cauſe : every method was uſed to re- 
:over her, but the violence of the fits 


into which ſhe now fell, reſiſted our 
utmoſt endeavours, and ſhe was a fſc- 


cond tune conveyed to her chamber, 


in a mach more alarming CON1tion 
thin before. Mr. Abrahams and Il now 


went up to Benjamin, to lee if he was 


yet able to unfold the occaſion of 
is myſtery ; when Abrahams, ere he 
1ad well opened the door, and con- 
iequently before he knew whether his 
nephew was dead or alive, began to 
ſarangue as follows, 

What is bred in the bone, will 
never come out of the fleſh! You 
cannot make a filk purfe of a ſow's 
ear! Pray, fir, in God's holy name, 

YOL, HE, -- + II what 
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what a devil have you bcen about: 
Where is the money I ſent you! 
What made you ſtay fo lon 


. 
CY » 


zen yourſelf out in your green, to 
day? What's the reaſon, you "cal 
I'm to be thus plagued upon your a 


count? And why don't you get 


C3 


nome to your father and mother, 


who are ſtarving, you know, upon 
kve and fix pence a week? 

Theſe queſtions were all thundercd 
upon the poor lad at once, and, :! 
the uttering them, ſuch was SS rage 
of the ſteward, that he not only com. 
mitted the extravagance of flug 


\ 


a pen, which he had then in his hand, 
k xt 
againſt the table, but imote t 


tale 
4 


i 
What 
right had you to ſtay at all? tow 
the p—x came all that blood vpun 
your cloaths? How came you 1 di. 


E } 


table likewiſe, with ſo furious a fiſt 


dence.) that the lid, ſplit in twain, 
ind a final ſplinter, from the ruins of 
the mahogany, lodged itſelf deep with- 
in the palm of his hand, till be roared 
zin with miſery, This ſo ancreated 
lis reſentment, both againſt the table 
nd benjamin, that the former he 
belaboured ſtoutly with his legs; 
21d, though he could not make it 
{e!, he at leaſt made it ſorely com- 
plain, which was no doubt a fatis- 
cn and the Jatter, he violently 
tnreatened to horſewhip, if ever he 
I1oul, 1 Ki the hr thn to riſe again 


tr 
11 


em his bed: ſo ſaying, he ran 
cut, proteſting all the way down 
airs, that he would not leave him a 
Irbat, die when he would. 
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CHAP Tun. 

All this time lay the agonized Ben. 
jamin, reſigned as a lamb, under the 
knife of the butcher; and when tho 
fervants had waſhed him, and, at my 
deſire departed, I fat by his bed. fide, 
and gently ſollicited to learn tic 
cauſe of this ſtrange diſaſter, 

Sir, ſaid the poor lad—almoſt break- 
ing his heart as he ſpoke—my fend 
has been inſulted, and ſo I have been 
fighting, that's all. I begged him to 
take time, and tell me the whole; 
promiſing to be his friend with s 
uncle and miſtreſs, when I knew vs 
to make his apology. His tear} 
thanked me, and he proceeded ts. 


\ 


1 10 


1 
* 


E 

You remember, fir, how I bid you 
take notice of a young girl, fitting 
alone on one of the Park benches (the 
is not a bad girl, I can aſſure you, 
though ſhe was ſitting by herſelf.) 
As ſoon as my uncle ſent me to Char- 
ing Croſs to receive fifteen thillings, 
} went and received it as faſt as I 
could, and ran away to the Park, 
where I left Nancy. I found her with 
a handkerchief up to her eyes—{the 
ſweeteſt eyes in the world, fir,—) to 
| pulled away the handkerchief 


gently, and taking her under my 


arm, walked away with her into the 
Bird- cage Walk; that I might talk to 
her without being diſturbed. Nancy, 
ld I, I charge you ſpeak your mind 
o me: what brought you into the 
Talk alone? Nothing, {aid ſhe, Mr. 


bt 2 Ven- 


10 


3 


Ben! jamin, pray leave me. 


your father, Nancy, ſaid I, and why 
don't you go home? lee“ repiicy 
Nancy, (ſobbing as if her d- 
was beating itſelf through her ſtays) — 
He me, Benjam in, I have no home, nor 
no father — nor any thing elfe! 
fir, I ſhould have 


on the ſpot, but I fei! 5 
I lav. 


thought, 


down dead 


poor Nancy's neck, and there 
ſhe almoſt ready to kiſs me (without 
6 it though, Pm ſure!) As n 
as | Be a little better, fir, 1 

Here Mrs. Darlington herſelf came 
to the door, requeſting to know 
whether Benjamin Was 3 ind 
{nc 


bowing 


Whe. 


that his Fung. miſtreſs alſo w 
hear a favourable account, 


fired him not to fret 
his dif order, but, as 


ſo as to incici 


he Was 


ane! 


1 
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quiet, peaceable lad in general, to 
expe no reproaches from her (Mrs. 
Darlington) —but total forgiveneſs. 
Mrs, Darlington underſtobod from me 
that he was better, and withdrew. 
the poor fellow's heart was fo ſoft— 
ened by this indulgence, and ſo at— 
oted by the other circumſtances 
which were lying lieavily upon it, 
that he couldi not return his acknow- 
Soon after Mrs. Darling- 
ton was gone, however, he thus re- 
ſamed the ſtory of his adventure 
with Nancy, whoſe misfortunes ſeem- 
ed to engroſs infinitely more of his 
attention than even the threats of his 


edgmen S. 


ancle, the Kindneſs of his miſtreſſes, 


or, indeed, any thing elle. 
'n truth, this Benjamin was a moſt 
excellent diſpofed young man, his 
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[ 104 J 
underſtanding was not much above hi; 
rank, but his Heart would have been 
diſtinguiſhed, had Providence thought 
proper to have placed it in the breaſt 
of a prince; for it led him to don 
thouſand noble actions, with ſmall 
opportunities; and, with an incom: 
of about a ſhilling per week, to render 
more real ſervice to ſociety, than . 
Abrahams, his uncle, with an income 
of about eight hundred a year; 1 
ſuch was the annual fortune attii- 
buted to the ſteward, who had ainatict 
together all that poſſeſſion, mercy 
by a ſtrict adherence to one ſingle 
maxim, which, I have been told, he 
never once violated, or infringed, 
the courſe of forty years, namely, t0 
conſider a farthing. as ſome part of 
guinea, and a guinea, as the nine hun. 


F 
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a thouſand, and ſo on, ad infinitum. 
Zenjamin, on the contrary, thought 
a farthing too trifling to ſave, and 
too inſignificant to beſtow; but, 
if, by adding thereto the odd ele- 
ven pence three farthings, he could 
diveſt himſelf of his ſeven days al- 
!lowance, and, in ſo doing, dry up 
e tear, or remove one ſigb, procure 
one cordial to the fect, or one meal to 
the Hungry, away it went, as faſt as 
he could get it from his pocket, with- 
out even turning it over a ſecond 

time; without confidering, indeed, 
| that it would produce tzoenty-four pieces 
if copper, and, that twenty four pieces 
(copper would gratify ſeveral mo- 
| crate paſſions. But it fecims, the 
voy had a Fleaſure in this fort of diſ- 
* | tri- 


fred and ninety-ninth diviſion of 
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tribution, and, perhaps, Dad, in (x 
Teſpect, the advantage of bis uncl. 


E LVIII. 


As ſoon as I got a little better, 
fay, fir, —reſurned Benjamin, | lovkc.. 
Nancy in the face, and intreated he. 
to explain what the meant by have 
neither houſe nor father; and te. 
the poor thing ſpoke to me thus: | 

Oh, Benjamin, I am turned) ou! 0 
doors, and lay in the ſtreet all 1! 
night, and have not broke my f. 
ſince yeſterday morning, and all fer: 
misfortune, which, as I hope to 
ſaved, I could not help—What han t. 
you eat Nancy? and did you vent 


a bed? I charge you don't talk 1, 


! 1 


but come along with me, and. i: 


B 


all your weight upon my arm. Sol 
ied her, fir, in this manner, to a pub- 
lic-houſe, and got her ſome refreſh- 
ment, and would not hear a word 
te had to fay, till ſhe had forced 
down a morſel of bread and a glaſs 
0: wine—though could not get her 
9take it, without water, for ſhe is 
0 drinker, PH aſſure you. This over, 
nr informed me that her diſtreſs was 
as thus, | 

She was ſent out yeſterday morning 
o tne baker's, over the way, to get 


ange for half a guinea, but not being 
eto get it there, ſeeingas how they had 
to much filver in the houſe, ſhe went 
0 teveral other neighbours ſhops, and 
at laſt to the chandler's; and there 
de met with a man, who offered tv 
$5 to his brother's, as he called kim, 
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at the Black- Lion, and change 
It. | | | 

As ſhe ſuppoſed the man was as 
honeſt as herſelf, (and i'm ſure ſhe is 
as honeſt as Heaven—) ſhe gave hin! 
the half guinea, and ſat down in the 


ſhop to wait. his return. After he 


was gone, the chandler ſaid, Nancy, 
do you know that man, child No, 
replied the poor thing, trembling, 
but 10% do I hope? Not I, truly, 7aid 
the chandler, he only came into the 
thop for a farthing's worth of cotton, 
to put in an inkhorn, and I neve 
faw him in my lite before: here poor 
Nancy's mind miſgave her, and not 
without reaſon, for ſhe waited, and 
waited, for above two hours, aud 
no man came: ſo that ſhe was afraid 
to go back to her father's, becauſe it 


1 


Had 


= 


had Rayed ſo long, and met ſuch 2 
lad misfortune ; and accordingly ſhe 
continued in the chandler's ſhop, ex- 
pecling, and expecting, till quite dark 
night But why did not the chandler 


aſk her in this emergence, ſaid I,— 
he very well knew her honeity, and 
ſurely where the poor creature had ſo 
much at ſtake, and the ſum ſo mere a 
trifle !- He lend her, he aſſiſt her, fir, 
replied Benjamin; not he, truly; 
'10vpgh as to her honeity he had of- 
ton teen inſtances of that, and more- 
over ber father had been a cuſtomer, 
and bought all his chandlery there, 
for many, many years. No, ſir, about 
cleven o'clock he ſaid to Nancy, 
Well, child, there is no chance of 
tte man's coming now. It's getting 
late, and I have a dipping in the morn- 


ing, 
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1 
ing, ſo T would adviſe you to 5 
home to your father's. Nay, don't 
cry, mayhap things mayn't be ſo hid 
as you think for: Mr. Dennis is 
good tempered man, and I dare {:; 


he won't hurt vou: but let me as a 


friend adviſe you never to truit peo. 


ple you don't know with money, 10; 
the future. To tell yOu the trut! ), 2 


did not mucli like the look of that 


chap, when he came into the ſhog 
Why did not you tell me fo, fa. 
Nancy, Mr. Suet? Why, it's hari 
judging, you know, ſaid the chand- 
Jer, but I thought I ſaw Tyburn in hi- 
face, and now I am _ 
Tong, I ſhall fee his farce at Tyburn. 
Here, Nancy ſays, Mr. Suet ſet up a 


Jaugh, which ſo provoked her, tha! 
the left his ſhop without faying 2 


M OT : 


1 Bir :1 


cord: but I thould tell you, before 
(he got far, Suet hallowed at the door 
ifter her, and ſaid that if her father 
i!! treated her to-night, ſhe might 
depend on his coming to make her 
peace to morrow ; and that if the man 


brought the money, he would take 
care of it, Poor Nancy, now, fir— 
but Jam afraid 1 am tiring you-l 
beg pardon for troubling you with 
my concerns, and! defire, anſwered 
|, I defire, Benjamin, you will not ſtop 
moment, to make apologies; for I 


Jong to know the fate of Nancy 


Dennis. Well then, fir, rejoined the 

ſteward's nephew, wiping his eyes, 

which had been all the time ſtream- 
ing ince you are ſo good, I will go 
on, He proceeded, raiſing bimſelf on 
um arm. 
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Poor Nanny, fir, now wandered 


weeping about the ſtreets, till ſhe 
came to her father's. But though ſhe 


ſaw a light in the window, and yct 
(as you know it rain'd pretty ſinartiy 
all night) ſhe had not heart to go in. 
She put her hand on the knocker, 
and then took it away, —firſt wall: 
forwards, then backwards, till zi 
ſhe heard ſomebody behind her, ar 
ſoon found it was Mr. Dennis hin 
ſelf, who had been it ſeems out to 
look for her, and having the key ot 
the door in his hand, he ſtruck hc: 
in his paſſion, ſwore ſhe ſhould never 

come 


E 


come into the houſe again, and was 
going into it himſelt. juſt as he had 
unlocked the ſtreet-door, he aſked her 
for the money, ſaying he ſuppoſed the 
had ſpent it, —with a great oath; and 
when ſhe told him the truth, he 
damned her in a terrible manner, 
banged to the door, and left her to 
eo where ſhe might. She fat all night 
crying upon the threſhold, till at laſt 
2 watchman, who knew her, took 
pity on her, put her to bed to his 
wife, and then went again to his bu- 
ines, In the morning ſhe went home 
: ſecond time; but when her father 
opened the ſhutters, and the poor 
ng aſked him, if ſhe ſhould have 
the pleaſure of making the fire, and 
getting his breakfaſt, as uſual, he or- 
dered her to get away from the door, 
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or elſe he would fend a conſtable i, 
her. 

The next thing ſhe did, was to f, 
me out, for you muſt know, fir, we 
have—a—a—a friendſh:þ for one an- 
other: — but as ſhe knew what 2 jea- 
lous creature my uncle is, ſhe was too 
good to come near my miltrets'; 
houſe; becauſe, I once invited lis! 
there, to drink tea with Mrs, Goo! 
the houſe-keeper, and I thought | 
never ſhould hear the laſt of it. But 
lord, fir, what a heap of contrivanc 
diſtreſs puts into our heads ! cfpeccia!!y 
when a young man and a young woman 
has a—a--a—friendſhip for one another, 
ſaid I, Mr. Benjamin, looking at him 
flyly ? Very true, ſir, anſwered Ben, 
very true—jriend/hip, if it is of the 
right, honeſt fort — friend), ;þ — in 
| heigho! 


— 


en 
beigho! Friendſhip, I ſay, fir, will do 


any thing ! 

Nancy now recollected that the 
likelieſt way to fee me, would be to 
go to the Park, where the knew ] ge- 
nerally walked every morning, with 
one of my miſtreſſes—(I mean, behind 
them, ſir) Well, fir, to the Park ſhe 
went, and there ſat herſelf down, 
(after having wearied herſelf with 
walking) upon the little white ſeat 
where we ſaw her. Perhaps you 
aight think it odd ſhe did not ſpeak 
to me, as ſoon as I came near her: 
but {ſeeing who was with me, ſhe 
would have died firſt, for ſhe's a pru- 
vent girl, and has had the beſt of 
*ducations, Beſides, ſhe knew I was 
lurricd enough at meeting her there, 
and would contrive to {ce her as ſoon 

12 as 


IT 
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as poſſible. Indeed, nothing run in 
my head, after I had paſſed her, but 
how l ſhould get away fron my 
uncle, who is as cunning, as cunning 

and though I had great pleaſure in 1t- 
tending you, fir, yet as—as—t1y— 
friend looked to be in {ome diſtreſs —] 
thought it—my—my duty to {2 if 
any thing could be done for her. | 
almoſt made my head ach in hunting 
about for excuſes, for indeed ſo many 
came to mind at once, that they quite 


Habergaſtined me; but at length my 


uncle you know, tir, ſent me away 
himſelf to receive ſome money, which 
was only a month's intereſt of a fe 


pounds, and was fifteen ſhillings, as 
9 ii 


I told you. As ſoon as Nancy had f. 
niſhed her ſtory, and I made ber 
drink half a glaſs more of the wine 

2 and 


1 

and water, ſhe threw her hand upon 
my ſhoulder, and aſked me what ſhe 
was to do! And there was ſuch a 
-a ſomething, in her manner of look, 
and in her manner of ſpeaking, that 
[ was all over in a tremble, from 
head to foot. Aye—aye, ſaid I, Ben- 
amin - friendſhip-friendſhip—— She 
ſaid, that ſhe never dare to go home 
again without the money, and ſhe 
had only two new fix pences, and a 
liver penny, and a little copper keep- 
| ſike, in the world, and cven they 
were locked up in her trunk, at the 
bottom of all her things: with this, 
lir, I put my hand in my pocket, and 
took ont the fifteen ſhillings, and told 
out ten and fix pence on the table, 
and was juſt going to put it into 
Nancy's hand, when ſomething ſtruck 
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me to the heart, as much as to ten 
me I was going to do a bad thing: 
upon which 1 drew away my hand, 
and took up the filver again: then 


feeling, ſir, in my other pocket, I too! 


piece, which young miſtreſs gave me, 
and was only ſorry that I had 10 
more: at laſt I took out my uncle's 
money, and told it over again, that 1s, 
eight and ſix pence: but ſure ſome. 
thing bewitched me, I quite 
trembled as I laid it down, and to a: 
laſt told Nancy the whole affair. 

You muſt know, ſir, ſhe did not 
much like the money at a!—tho, 


r* 
17 


| 


between friends, what is it? — vu! 
when ſhe underſtood it belonged to 
my uncle Abrahams, ſhe turne as 
pale as her apron, and cried out, Lor 
| . | 0 


| [-: $49 7 
of Heaven, Mr. Benjamin, what are 
you about! I would not touch it for 
all the world! Put it up—put it up, 
it you han't a mind to frighten me 
out of my wits, and make me hate 0 
you for ever! I was glad, fir, in the 
main, to find my dear /ove—l mean, 
I—1—a-—Mmy—my—to nd, my 
dear friend ſo honourable and juſt; 


and, as if Providence deſigned ſhe. ji 
Would be rewarded for it, a thought N i 
came into my head, which was a thou- ö 9 
Hud times better, becauſe it was not | 9 
e make us aſhamed of ourſelves; and . ö 1 
isa ſhocking thing, you know, fir, [ 
to be aſhamed of oneſelf, Well, ſir 14 
i bethonght me of raifing the money, ſl 

going to the pawn-broker man, {i 
where Slaſh, our coachman, who is a Fil 
terrible fot, many a time uſed to ga, [/ 

1 


190 } 
with firſt one thing, and then un. 
other: ſo J faid nothing to Nancy, 
but deſired her to fit ſtill, till l came 
back, which ſhould be in a few mi- 
nutes. She ſeemed uneaſy to let me 
go, but at Jait conſented; and as 
was going into a little bye allcy, to 
take off my waiſtcoat, and ſomething 
clic, who ſhould come that way, but 
Mr. Mendman, my uncle's taylor, 
who always loved me, from a boy, 
and always ſaid, I one day ſhould be 
rich. As ſure as you live, this gene- 
rous ſoul lent me a whole guinea, 
without my telling him a word 4 
bout Nancy; and away I ran, ſcarce 
touching the ground, and not giving 
myſelf time to put on the things ! 
had taken off, and hardly buttons 
my coat. At firſt, Nancy was quite 


. 
fright. 4— 


E 


frighted— then bluſhed — for to tell 
you the truth, (here he whiſpered,) my 
hirt was one of the things—as I dare 
not pledge any thing in igt, for fear 
my uncle thould ſee me before I could 
get up ſtairs into my room.—But 1 
vent out again, and put my things 
on, and ſoon cleared up the whole 
matter, 

We then went home together, and 
there I found old Mr. Dennis crying, 
and taking on, like a child: as ſoon 
13 ie ſaw us, inſtead of riſing to fcold 
Nancy, he ran to her, faſtened on 
her neck, kiſſed her, and ſhed tears: 
tor bis paſſion was now all over, and 


his love for his poor dear Nancy 


Turned at once. 
But not to trouble you with any 
more of this part of the ſtory, 1 ſhall 
only 


— r 
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only fay, that I left the old may 
hugging his daughter, and, I don 
know why, but methought / con! 
have hugged them both / However, 
Nancy fighing—becaule ſhe was qi: 

weary, and her ſpirits gone, thanked 
me, with a tear in her eye, and | went 
out of the houſe, hardly knowing 


what I had done, or where I was 
going. 1 
lt 
H AL. _ 
| * 01 
J had got almoſt home, ſometim. | 
a A K TT OF jt 
whiſtling, ſometimes ſinging, a.. 
fometimes jumping for joy, bete re * 
07 


recollected that I had ſtill the mont) 
in my pocket; and that perhaps 0. 


Dennis (though he might paſs oe, 


the 


'F * Gow 


1 123 3 
the loſs while he was warm, might 
talk about it when he was cooh 
would be cruel again, as he loved 
money. 50, 1 een ran back to the 
houſe, and found the old man quite 
bufed in Jaying the cloth, warming a 
itile can of beer, and preſſing Nancy 
to eat, with a great deal of kindneſs. 
ſoon found he had never once men- 
noned the half guinea, and fo laid: 
den the ten ſhillings and fix pence, 
teung Nancy that it was a great 
zance we met the fellow, and that it 
4 well ſhe knew him again. God 8 
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targtwe me, fir, for I made a fine ſtory: 1 
S:! 

N. 1 
Mr. Dennis's heart, however, was. 1 

. 3 | 1 

open, and he inſiſted on my fitting I 
1 

daun, and drink a draught of his 1 


ov brewing; for, indeed, he be/anged) 1 
10 


1 
to a brew-houſe. So, as I was tn 
drink my Nancy's health, I {at down; 
and, ſome how or other, got into 
ſinging ſongs, till at laſt Mr. Dengis's 
ale got into my head, and made me 
forget—(as you know one's time {! ps 
away 1n agreeable company)— that 
J had ſtayed already ſo long from my 
uncle I therefore caught up my ht le 
and ſtick, when I heard the clock if 
ſtrike fix; and, in a great hurt), jc 
forward for Mrs. Darlington's. 

Unluckily, however, fir, 1 tappened 
to paſs by the door of Mr. Set, the 
chandler, and as I was angry with 
him for his light to Nancy, called 
upon him, to tell him a little picce of 
my mind. Mr. Suet, ſaid I, you ate 
a good-natured man, and | come tv 
thank you for your kindneis to PO 


Þ, 
4 ane 7 


[0s ] 

Nancy Dennis laſt night. Nancy 
Dennis be d d, ſaid Suet, who 
was 2 paſſionate fellow, and One of 
your great fighters into the bargain 
—Vhat's Nancy Dennis to me? — 
She kept me and my family up all 
nizht; but you are her favourite, I 
forgot that It's a pity you did not 
{ee her, when ſhe was turned out by 
her father, who has been making a 
line piece of work here, truly, be- 
cauſe, forſooth, I let her give the 
fellow that came into the ſhop a half 
guinea to change. What had I to do 
with her half guinea? A little filly 
puls, I with I had never ſeen her 
Race; for I ſhall loſe a good cuſtomer 
| by ker—a fooliſh minx; I can't think 
how Dennis could truſt her with any 
money, My blood boiled at him, fir, 
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all the time he ſpoke, and when lic 
called the poor girl thoſe names, I. 
all patience, and ſo, without more 
ado, I laid my {witch over his ou. 


ders; upon which we both of us 
went to it, and fought, till fone a 
neighbours took Suet away, and lock. N 
ed him up, and ſo parted us: but | 
would fight for a friend, to the las 
drop of my blood, fir, —nay, for (ira. Wl 
matter, I have loſt a good deal Ml 
that already; but I have had mv e. o 
venge on that hard- heaited raten. 5 
Suet, and ſo I don't mind my black 11 
eyes, or bloody cloaths, of  farthing, 10 
And now, fir, you know tte whole B, 
tory, and I hope you can't blame me, WM vi 
ſeeing as how I did it to ferve a wo Na 
man. 0 


Plume 


1 


Blame you, ſaid I, Benjamin— no, 
ay good lad, I admire thy ſpirit, and 
nonbur thee for thy tentiments ; and, 
indeed, J approve your conduct ſo 
much, through every part of your 
adventure, that I will go this inſtant 
and make peace betwixt you and 
r. Abrahams. You are very kind, 
lr, lays Benjamin, but if you pleaſe 


you may as well not ſay any thing 
about Nancy, for you know old peo- 
ple think ſuch ſtrange things, and 
bave ſuch odd notions about friend- 
lp, that perhaps he might take it 
into his head to- I underſtand you, 
Ben, faid I, and I will bring you off 
without once mentioning your friend, 
Nancy, depend on it.—-1 now went 
don ſtairs to ſee after my ſick cou- 
lo, whom, indeed, 1 had too long 

left, 


ready, and the ladies were but ni 


when both ladies began their inqui- 
Ties after Benjamin, and I believe 
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1 
left, without making a ſmall breach 
in good manners, But as it happcne., 
ſhe continued in her room, and her 
aunt with her, till ſupper was alma t 


got into the parlour before me. 
I had ſcarce opened the door, 


miſs Alicia obliged me with ten quel- 
tions —ſo little art, and ſo much . 
ture had ſhe—before it was poſſibic 
ſhould return her one anſwer. he- 
ſolved, however, to make no more 
diſturbances, I now took à contrary 
method, and ſaid every thing that! 
thought might pleaſe the young one, 
without betraying what I thought 


2 5 tt 
was apparent enough to the old ont, 
g 3 


and if ] miſtake not, this was the fit 


> > 
time 


1 


time I convinced myſelf how neceſſary 
it is for a perfon, who would live up- 
on any peaceable terms with ſociety, 
to give into many petty deceptions, 
where the plain truth would infalli- 
bly create confuſion and diſquietude : 
and this fort of duplicity, is, I pre- 
fume, what the Latins call, a pious 
fraud, Yet ſomething there was in 
my nature utterly repugnant to this, 
nor could the beſt of motives ever re- 
concile it to my heart. 


Nevertheleſs, this embelli/bment of the 
truth had a great effect in ſoothing the 
ſomething that ſat heavyon the boſomot 
Alicia; for, after I had told her that Mr. 
Benjamin had accidentally met an old 
irend, with whom he was tempted 
to drink a little freely, and afterwards 

got into a boyiſh diſpute, of which 
0 Vol. III. K the 
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the worſt conſequence was likes tn 
be only a bloody ſuit of cloaths, h. 
gave his misfortunes a mixture © 
{miles and tears, the latter of which. 
however, ſhe kept from falling, and 
at laſt ſhe grew ſo pleaſant, Without 
ſeeming to lodge too much on the 
ſubject, that ſhe actually told i. 
Darlington ſhe found herſelf fo nu! 
recovered, that ſhe ſhould be abi: i» 
eat a whole wing of a chicken, ti; 
declaration, on the other hand, {c: 
Mrs. Darlington's heart at reſt, u 
moſt affectionately loved her niece, 
and ſupper was now ordered without 
delay. Willing to do, notwithitind- 
ing, as much as I could in this aur, 
1 thpt out of the parlour to ſeri M. 
Abrahams, whom I found in ©: 
iteward's office, with his ſpectacles 0! 

| his 


E 


his noſe, very induſtriouſly employed 
in examining a large book, like a 
tradeſman's ledger, in which he was 


perhaps — (this being Saturday) — 


caſting up and adjuſting the accounts 
of the week, Something—probably 
a reflection upon the buckles, had put 
him in high good humour, and he 
conſidered the intereſt I took in his 
nephew's conciliation in ſuch good 
part, that he left his buſineſs on pur- 
poſe to mount the ſtairs, and aſſure 
me that he forgave Ben, and then ſhook 
him heartily by the hand in my pre- 
lence. I ſhould not, however, forget 
that Mr. Abrahams juſt hinted at the 
proipect of ſending the bloody cloaths 
with ſucceſs to the ſcowrers. Thus 
happineſs being reſtored to the whole 
family, the reſt of the evening was 
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L 13 
paſſed in general ſatisfaction, and | 
withdrew to my chamber, not a 1itt!- 
inſtructed, nor a little pleaſed, at 
having been in ſome degree an inſtru- 
ment in bringing about the agrecable 
cataſtrophe of the evening. 


"CHAT TX 


The next morning dawned upon 
the unanimity of Mrs. Darlington's 
family. Alicia retained her uſual flow 
of ſpirits, Benjamin was getting the 
better of his bruiſes : the old lady re- 
Joiced in the recovery of her niece, 
and the ſteward chuckled over the 
gift of the ſilver buckles, and the ſuc- 
ceſs he expected from ſending the 
coat and wailtcoat to the ſcowerers. 

A whole 


[ i13y 1 

A whole week pafled, in which this 
general felicity rather improved than 
diminiſhed : but Felicity is at beſt but 
a coy viſitant, fickle in her friendſhip, 
and unſteady in her attachments: and, 
perhaps, if ſhe condeſcends to ſtay 
leven days in a family, it is as much 
as can well be expected. Change of 
air, immoderate walking (for my cu- 
richty laid a heavy tax upon my 
jegs) or ſome other cauſe, brought on 
2 cold, ſo that on the Sunday even- 
ing ſucceeding theſe matters, I was 
quite hoarſe, and did little more than 
cough, and ſuck ſugar candy; a ſpe- 
cc ſor this diſorder, which I adopt- 
cd in the nurſery, and which, if not 
infallible, is at leaſt as eflicacious, as 
wany a noſtrum of prouder name, and 
dcarer purchaſe. There was always, 
EK 2 how- 
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however, a ſort of ſtimulus in my ter: 
per, which would never ſuffer mc ig 
be ſupine, whether I was in ſickneſs 
or in health, in ſolitude or in ſocic- 
ty. To this natural activity, per- 
chance, I owe many ſtrokes of for. 
tune, which men of dormant and 
indolent propenſities never expert 
ence: but I was inclined to briſk vo- 
lition from my cradle, and as we all 
naturally d://ike whatever is naturally 


unlike ourſelves, —I mean in points 0! 


Jentiment—1 will now give the rea- 
der an early inſtance of my anti- 
pathy to every thing that wanted vi- 
vacity. 

In my childhood, I was one day 
walking in a meadow, when I hap- 
pened to ſtrike my foot againii 2 
ſtone—Wretch, ſaid Ia little vexec 

by 
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by the pain — Wretch, how I pity 
thee? Fixed down by fate to one 
circumſcribed ſpot—even to the nar- 
row cavity of an inch diameter : there 
ingloriouſly repoling, — inſenſible to 
the joys of motion, an increaſing in- 
cumbrance to the earth your cover, 
and ſupinely lumbering, even as you 
gro. When I had thus triumphed 
over the innocent ſtone, which bore 
il upbraidings peaceably, I indulged 
the pride of ſuperiority, by run- 
ning haſtily away; when my precipi- 
//::e occaſioned my foot to 1lip, and 
threw me (to uſe an old, but em- 
phatic phraſe) head over heels. The 
proverb was verified; pride had &@ 
fall: 1 felt it; and as I roſe from the 
ground, ſaid thus to myſelf: How: 
unworthy is arrogance—What right. 


K 4 had 
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had I to taunt and break my pitiful 


jeſts upon an innocent pebble, {lce<y. 
ing quietly in it's bed, performing 
it's allotted taſk in dutiful filcacc, 
and gradually ſpreading into bulk, 
peradventure, to mend the very cart- 
rut, over which the foot of my horſe, 
or the wheel of my carriage is to 
paſs more ſafely : if I were not afraid 
of being called ſuperſtitious, I thould 
think this ſprain of my ancle 7 juds- 
ment. Be it what it will; if it 
teaches me humility, I ſhall couſider 
it as a very ſeaſonable tumble, and 
{o (here I was obliged to bind a hand- 
kerchief hard round the part allect- 


ed) as for the matter of a little i{mart, 


I believe it may be wholeſome enough. 
— Saying this, I found the tears in my 
eyes, (for my ancle was {welling a. 


pace) and went limping away. 
FEED | I men- 


1 


rater, and a judicious reader will in- 
deed find ſomething more truly and efſen- 
tally characteriſtic in theſe minute deve- 
lopements, than in the moſt elaborate 
detail of what hiſtorians very falſely call, 
marling circumſtances. I have often 
wiſhed, fince this trifling accident, 
that I could have changed ſituations 
with the poor ſtone : if motion can- 
not produce reſt, methinks there was 
nothing ſo extravagant in the idea: 
yet was there much ill-nature in it; 
tor I have ſeen and felt enough to 
deſtroy the conſtitution, even of the 
gone itfelt, and by a change of condi- 
tions, it would, I am pretty certain, 
dave had the worſt of the bargain. 
But 1 ſhall digreſs into gloomineſs, 
which, even for the chance of being 

read 


mention this as a trait of my cha- 
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13 
read (ſhould my adventures ever b 
printed) I am reſolved not to do; 
ſince I am confident, no man cither 
looks into a book, or hears 2 ſtory, 
without ſome notion of being enter- 
tained; and thoſe people who think 
to raiſe pity, or attention, by expatiat- 
ing on the ſubject of ſorrow, and 
formally entering into prolix accounts 
of calamity, will certainly mis their 
aim. The whining beggar, who runs 
after us with a diſmal ditty, we avoid 
and deſpiſe; the writer who cdrelics 
up the tale of woe, in all che fable 
pomps of deſcription, and ceremont:s 
of ſepulchral ſentiment, is n0 lels 
troubleſome and vapouriſh. And per. 
haps this is the reaſon why ſo many 
ſizeable volumes, nay I might add, 10 


many books of ſacred inſtruction, ate 
neg- 


% /? 
— 
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neglected : the utile dulce, being con- 
ſtantly eſſential in every compoſition 
not excepting thoſe which are deſign- 
ed to perſuade us to virtue, exhort us 
to repentance, and prepare us for im- 
mortality. And for the truth of this, 
} appeal to all the libraries in the 
xingdom : nay, I appeal to every man 
who may hereafter take up theſe me- 
moirs. A few queſtions, fairly an- 

aulwered, decides the point. 
notwithſtanding the real unhappy 
carcumſtances under which this Hif- 
ory 1s written—notwithſtanding the 
lad, loltary, deſerted, and even dying 
Late of the author, would any of 
tucie matters be attended to,—would 
botthe moſt patient turn from his book, 
lülguſted with the calamitous narrative, 
ere it only to conſiſt of melancholy 
{cenes, 


L 140 
ſcenes, ruefully related, and morals 
deduced from thence, in the ſoporifc 
ſolemnity of lethargic language? 1 
declare to you, my worthy friend, the 
very recital of the queſtions already 
operate on my nerves, and the an- 
{wer is diſplayed in painting my re- 
treat in more dreadful colours. A 
browner horror breathes along the 
wood.” For my ſake, therefore, and 
for thine, O reader, I will Jull thee to 
fleep as ſeldom as poſſible; and yt | 
take eſpecial care, that I may neither 
hurt thy principles, or fatigue ily 
ſpirits, by keeping thee awake to the 
| end of—at leaſt of—a chapter cre, 
| zZs at an inn,—if thou art diſpoſed to 
| take a little refreſhing nap, fold donn 
[ the page good temperedly ; and, (1 
| ide hope that thou wilt wake in tie 
1 | {ame 


n 
ef 
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ame humour, ſo that we may meet, 
alter the enjoyment of thy panacea, 


vpon terms of mutual obligation) 


much good may it do thee! | me 
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Though my cold confined me to the 
houſe, it did not confine me to the 
chamber: I had therefore ſufficient 
cope for obſervation; and that too, 
on a part of life with which I was 
litherto unacquainted. The incidents 
which are conſtantly happening in 
every family, are ample enough to 
excite infinite reflection in the minds 
o the ſpeculative; no wonder, there- 
tore, that I found ample ſubjects for 
two 


e 
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two or three days. Perhaps I wa: 


? 
i rather fortunate in this reſpect, or the r 
| {aid two or three days might tcem n 
| with domeſtic adventures: for tw: 5 
very great events happencd at Mrs. by 
| Darlington's while I continued an m- Q 
j valid, and I ſhall relate them, as | a: M ;: 
| reſolved to do every thing elic, exac- tl 
| Iy as they fell out at the time. 0 
| Mr. Jonathan Abrahams began ts | 
i take a great fancy to me, which the e 
| ladies told me I might conſider as 0 he 
i trifling favour; aſſuring me, tat ee 
| þ was by no means apt to tte /4 1, Wi Th 
| and particularly to young people, wiom Wi dir 
| he in general treated as a pack ©: 5 


1 
. 
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ſtriplings, who know nothing . 
ſineſs, and whom he always pose! 
of with the moſt ſupercilious cob. 


tempt: but it ſeems, I was cown 0! | 
kh 
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(te credit ſide of his books, where, 
„o doubt, the filver buckles foured 
reſpectably. Be that as it may, I Was 
not diſpleaſed with his attention for 
beſides that it gratiſied my vanity, it 
oratified an higher paſſion, in giving 


me an opportunity now and then to 


row in a word or two, by the bye, 
for my friend Benjamin. 

it happened, that during my re- 
dels at home, Mrs. Darlington and 
her niece were under an indiſpenſible 
icceſiity to pay a debt of viſitings.— 
This debt had been long due, and the 
diſcharging it poſtponed from day to 
Way, in mere compliment to me, as ! 
veclined attending them through the 
ceremonies of introduction: but as 


the debt was due to perſons with 


vom the ladies ſtood on ſome little 
punctilio, 


1 


punctilio, the payment could now no 
longer be evaded, without a {lir on 
that politeneſs of principle, wh.icl: 
genteel people conſider as a {andi- 
monious appendage of public cha- 
racter, 

Mrs. Darlington, indeed, was 11- 
turally a little punctilious, and mis 
had no objection to keep upon tue 
ſquare with the acquaintances ſhe da 
not care a farthing for; ſo that to 
have delayed the thing any lonuc: 
would have been downright ill-brecd. 
ing: a reproach no woman ot fiigt 
can poſſibly put up with, as it :mpics 
ſomething vaſtly more ſhocking than 
the imputation of intrigue, or cven 
of the miſtake itſelf. To prevent, 


therefore, ſo iniquitous a violation ot | 


the laws of high life, I exerted my 
utmo!! 


13 


utmoſt rhetoric to requeſt they would 
take the opportunity of my wiſhing 
to write letters, and tumble over 
books, and rub off the long fcore 
which their acquaintances had marked 
againſt them, as could be teſtified by 
2 varicty of bills drawn upon the 
cards, which were laid in the windows, 
tucked in the carvings of the glaſſes, 
and diſplayed round every mantle- 
pi-ce, My argument at length pre: 


vaited, and pretending on my part a , 


wonderful deal of private bulinefs, 
that muſt at all events be done, the 
ladies paid a viſit, firſt to themſelves 
in their looking-glaſſes, in their dreſs- 
ing rooms then to the reflection of 
| the ſame perſons, when they got 
down ſtairs into the parlour—becauſe 


i kg poſſibly happen that glaſles 
Vo. III. L difler 
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differ as well as watches; and laily 
to the ladies, the living ladies, who, 
retired within their drawing-rooms, 
were actually waiting for them. 


And here I cannot omit a word or 


two on the curious commerge be- 
twixt thoſe who are diſtinguiſhed 
under the general title of the p:/ir-- 
at leaſt ſuch among them as are rel. 
dent in and about the courtly circle 
of the capital. The point of ceremony 
15 critically adjuſted, and the grada- 
tions, from the cold ſalute of the per- 
fect well-bred ſtranger, to the mol: 
familiar ardours of the anigatcd 
friend, are diſcriminated with a m- 
zateneſs, which, employed on ſubjects 
of .equal, or even more importance 


might produce to ſociety ſometiung 
highly edifying, Poſſibly it 016 y U 


be 


11 


de vnamuſing to throw together 2 
few inſtances, from the multitude 1 
collected, in the courſe of my obſerv- 
ations on the cuſtoms of He poltte, 

Mr. Jonathan Abrahams himſelf 


never {truck the ballance of debtor: 


and creditor, er underſtood the ſe— 
crets of the fer contra, more preciſely 
than many well-bred people, who ne- 
vertheleſs hate mathematics, and 
could as eaſily ſolve the knottieſt 
problem in Euclid, as repeat their 
table of multiplication. The truth is, 
Mr. Abrahams' book of accounts re- 
{embles the account- books of the mo- 
cih, only in two great particulars, viz. 
in poying and receiving; and in theſe 


reſpects, many of them are as exact as. 


we good ſteward, chough he ſhould 
bring down the fraction to the twen- 


L.A ty 


ly to be from home; lady A putting 
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ty-nine-thouſandth part of a farthino 
Theſe are what may properly be call. 
ed, your annual viſitors, or people 
who ſettle accounts onde in the year; 
and therein the buſineſs differs wide. 
Ivy from the buſineſs of Mr. Abra- 
hams: for, ſhould that faithful gen- 
tleman happen to call on any tenant 
at. quarter-day, and inſtead of 15. 
ceiving his money, receive an apo— 
logy or a denial, the matter would 
moſt likely have a ſerious face, and 
produce ſerious confequences : but in 
the adjuſtment of theſe politcr dan 
actions, where the parties know what 
they are about, the point is {oon re- 
conciled : the coachman drives lady 
A to lady B's houſe; the footma" 
thunders cut a polite alarm at the 
door. Lady B happens unfortunate- 


her 
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her head ont of the ſaſh of the car- 
riage to receive the meſlages, ſees, 
perhaps, the 1dentical lady B at one 
of the windows; but as ſhe is not at 
Jane, there is no ſuch thing as nods 
or curteſies, but the viſit is paid, and 
Ady A orders the ſervant to go as 
taſt as the horſes can gallop to Mrs. 
Cs, while lady B is either ſitting cool 
in her 0wn parlour, or elſe preparing 
% pay her compliments to foine other 
dies of the alphabet, in the ſame 
manner: or, as we are told in the 
play, if the chooſes to be politer ſtill, 
ſhe will entertain her acquaintances 
at home, and ſend round her empty 
chair, to entertain her acquaintances 
abroad, 

Upon vilitings of a nature ſome- 
what lels ceremonious, were Mrs. 


L 3 | Dar- 
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Darlington and her nicce now gone. 
They ſet out at half an hour patt 
ſeven, and as Alicia was ſtepping into 
the carriage (while her eyes were im- 
mediately after directed to the win. 
dow of a certain chamber, which con- 
tained, at that time, a certain per- 
Jon) ſhe gave this account of her in. 
tended excurfions : We ſhall pay half 
a dozen how do you's in Pall- Mall; hait 
a ſcore is your lady's at hone, in Caven- 
diſh-Square; two or three five minute 
ſtops, at James, paſs half an hour 
with lady Buſtle, half an hour wich 
Mrs. Slimliſp, drink a friendly cup 
of tea and coffee with my dear aria, 
and ſo be home again by rte 
thought at leaſt ſhe would have had 
the conſcience to ſay, dinner tog, 
however, away they went; and MI. 

Dar- 


1 
Darlington herſelf— good woman as 
ſhe was,--ſeemed to be no way diſpleaſed 
at the rattle and rotation of abſurdity 
ſhe was, at ſixty years of age, avout 
to perform : while Alicia, either our 
of complaiſance to me, or for ſome 
other reaſon, kept {till leaning out of 
the window, and kiſſing her hand, (a 
ceremony which I, aukwardly enough 
returned) till ſhe was fairly out of 


light. 


HM aa. 


It was a pre-concerted thing be- 
wizt Abrahams and me, to enjoy a 
iocial hour together, the very firſt 
me I could ſteal, as he expreſſed it, 


dom the galety of magnificent mad- 


\ 


4 | nels, 


( 152 J 
neſs, to plain ſober meaning common: 
ſenſe; by which was literally meant 
no more than preferring his company 
to that of his miſtreſs. 

Soon after the ladies were gone 
then, Jonathan conducted me into n 
commodious little apartment, which 
led into his office, where, placing mo 
in his own arm-chair, he ſhook me 
reſpectfully by the hand, and wel- 
comed me to his hut; and preſently, 
fir, cries Jonathan, we'll crack an in- 
nocent bottle. On this he rang the 
bell, and two or three ſervants im— 
mediately obeyed the ſummons. Ae 
Mrs. Goodby, faid the ſteward, to 
lend me the ſugar baſon, and lemon 
ſqueezers; perhaps, fir, you may pes, 
fer a tiff- of punch; ſome love owe 
thing, ſome anoth;r, Every man 2: 


Nie 
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his humour. If we were all to like 


the ſame thing, what would become 
of us; what's one man's meat is an- 
other man's poiſon. In ſhort, Mr. 
Abrahams exemplihed and corrobo— 
rated almoſt every ſentiment, by pro- 
verbial evidence; and he went on to 
prove, how natural it was for ſome 
men to love punch, and ſome wine, 
til! a bottle of the one, and a bowl of 


(| 


e other, might very fairly have 


Leen conſumed. 

Whether Abrahams had really any 
wing Policy in this method of inter- 
arding his converſation with old 
us,] cannot tell, The ſugar at laſt 
"ame uſeful, and unlocking a cloſet 
Ut liood in the corner of the room, 
md a bin that was made in the win- 
dow feat, he produced from the one 
a cale 
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a caſe of bottles, ſuch as are frequent 
amongſt mariners, and from the other 
another bottle, which he ſaid was al- 
moſt as old as himſelf. He now begged 
permiſſion to fill his pipe, which bc. 
ing readily granted, a candle, whic! hi 
took from his beaufet, being lighte!, 
(and afterwards extinguifked) and 
every other act of deliberation over, he 
ſhook me once more by the hand. as 
he was ſeating himſelf, and repcitc 
his gladneſs to ſce me 

You would hardly think it, ir, 
cries Johnathan, (f6xing the 2 8 in 
his mouth) —yOu would hard! lup- 
poſe that I prefer this piece ot 
mouſe- hole, as I. may call it, to any. 
room in Mrs. 'Darlington's houſe: 
*Tan't the bigneſs of a thing conſti- 
tutes the goodneſs, You, P. 


. 
call it a nut jhell, It may be ſo, vet 
what is ſweeter than the kernel? Very 


true, Mr. Abrahams, anſwered I— 
Pardon me, fir, quoth the ſteward, 


there is ſomething about you that 1 


like; you may ſee my reſpect, in- 
deed, by wearing your favour—here 
he pointed to his ſhoes, on which 
were the ſilver buckles, — A keep- 
fake, Mr. Benignus, is a keep-ſake, 
and ſhould be held ſacred. Memoria 
anti. If a man was to part from 
any thing I gave him for this purpoſe, 
though it were but a cheeſe-paring— 
though it were but the bowl of this 
tobacco- pipe. —TI ſhould never have 
any opinion of him again. Sir, I will 
wear theſe buckles till they are ten 
times thinner than a ſix-pence ; and 
o, fir, here's my hearty ſervice to 


you 
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you. I was ſo charmed with fong- 
than's gratitude, and expreſlions of 
kindneſs, that my heart opened, and 
I was forry that 1 had fo ſhabbily 
purchaſed his eſteem. A pair of lilver 
buckles, ſaid I to myſelf, as he was 
taking off the punch, pitiful | 

I have often thought, reſumed he, 
(ſetting his glaſs down,) of buy ing me 
a couple of Jabel's to hang round thc 
necks of my bottles, but I don't know 
how it is, one thing or another takes 
away one's money, and leaves nothing 
for trifles : yet ſome day I will ccr- 
tainly do it, for you mult know Ham 
a ſtrange fellow; every thing 1s thi 
room, and in that office, is my S, 
and I am ſuch a ſort of a chap, that! 
can't even ſit down on another perfun s 


= . „„ 
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being very conſcientious, indeed, ſaid 
I. It is fo, anſwered Abrahams; but 
you ſhall hear. 1 have been an old 
ſtandard in this family, and am be- 
ſides a piece of a relation to Mrs. Dar- 
lington; but I made a rule many 
vears ago, upon having a legacy of 
1fty pounds left me per annum, that 
however poor my apparel, food, or 


'urniture, it ſhould be my own pro- 


perty. Having a method of making 
ity pounds go a good way, I came 
to a reſolution, and put it into prac- 


tile, Madam, fays I to Mrs. Dar- 
lington, I am an odd fellow, a very 


odd fellow, and having now a little 


windfall come to me, I am reſolved to | 


employ it in providing myſelf with 
all neceſſaries. Content 1s as good as 
a feaſt, What do you mean Mr. Abra- 
hams, 
2 | 


ſteward as uſual, but I muſt purchate 


1 
kams, ſays ſhe, why ſure you won't 
leave me 1n this manner: you know 
every thing is under your eyc, and! 
ſhall be ruined without you. Madam, 
ſays I, you miſunderſtand me. I do 
not intend to kick the ſtool from un- 
der me. Some honelt gleanings of 
my induſtry, I have certainly picked 
up under Sir Robert Darlington, and 
fifty pounds a year more comes to me 
by gift. Put that and that together, 
and I have a morſel of bread and 2 
morſel of butter, of my own, the year 
round. I have neverthelets a kind 
love for the Darlington's—ule is {-- 
cond nature. What is your dritt, 
Johnathan, faid ſhe? Why, madam, 
anſwered I, to tell you in fey, the 
needful at once, I will continue your 


the 


1 


the furniture of my office and my 
parlour, and pay you ſo much per 
annum for the houſe- rent, and after 
(hat you ſhall give me ſuch a yearly 


{alary, as in your own judgment ap- 


pears ſufficient, and I mult alſo allow {0 
much for my board, otherwiſe be per- 
mitted to find my own diet. Only 
conſent to ſtay, Abrahams, cries Mrs, 
Darlington, and you ſhall do as you 
pleaſe. Well, ſir, the point Was at 
lalt ſettled in this manner. I bought 
dhe things you ſee at ſecond hand. 
rs. Darlington would take no re— 
fulal as to the compliment of my board, 
and the was pleaſed to increaſe my 


my ſtipend, ſo as to make my income 


comtortable, One good turn deſerves 
another: I have now made myſelf 
«5 pecetlary to her, as her eſtate ; in- 

1 deed, 
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deed, I have raiſed the val 01 hor 
eſtate ſome hundreds a year finds iir 
Robert Darlington's death; Sir bo- 
bert, you muſt Know, was an caſy man, 
and let his lands always at the {an 
rent, fo that his tenants got great 
deal too fat: nay, one of them had 


the impudence to keep a couple of 


better hunters than any in his ac 
lord's ſtable, and the daughters tofled 
up their noſes in ſuch a favcy manner, 
that they fainted at the fight of a day, 
and ſet their caps, forfooth, at 2 tor- 
tune. But I ſoon brought their hne 
hunters to a plain honeft cart-morte, 
made them earn their bread like fl. 
ther Adam, and turned the turveiow3 
and flounces of the forward young 
miſles, into their decent houſc si 
apparcl—aye, and put a round fum 


16.0 


a } 


into Mrs. Darlington's pocket into 


the bargain. | 

his was acting the man of ſpirit, 
ſaid I, Mr. Abrahams. It was, an- 
ſwered Abrahams, I believe, acting, 
at one and the ſame time, the politi- 
cian, the landlord, and the ſteward; 


and, between you and I, if Sir Robert 


had held it out much longer, there's 
_ nver a mother's fon, nor daughter, 
upon the grounds belonging to Dar- 
lington Lodge, would have been 


worth his- (meaning the aſhes of 


Jus pipe, which he was then gently 
knock'd againſt the bars of the 
erate.) But pray, fir, drink, I believe 
you will find that, (pointing to the 
bowl,) pretty tolerable ſtuff, I now 
drank, for the firſt time; for this wortlly 
ſteward had ſo puzzled me by his enig- 
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. matic converſation, and poke in ſo ex- 
traordinary a manner, that he ſaved 
his liquor by his ſingularity. He had 
now talked almoſt half an hour “for 
he was very deliberate in his TTY 
lation) and I could not well mal 
either one thing or another of him. 
He was, - attogether, the oddeſt cha— 
racter which had ever yet come with- 
in my knowledge. I was ſometimes 
apt to ſuppoſe, by his air of aulicrity, 
that he was a much greater man in 
point of diſtinction, than he pretend- 
ed to be: but there was ſomething of - 
ſuperciliouſneſs in his manners, hic! 
was ſtrangely diſguſting. I put toge- 
ther ſuch parts of his conduct 5 2. 
mazed me. The confeſlion lie made, 
-of (having lent a man money upon 


2 diamond ring; his faluting a man 
with 
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with the greateſt cordiality, whom 


in the very next moment he called as 
arrant a raſcal as any in the three king- 
doms ; his never having ſet his foot 


within à church — his fiddleſtick of 


faith; his anxioufneſs about the loſt 
buckle—his ſquabble with the ſilver- 
{mich his treatment of the poor fe- 
male ſcavenger his anger at the mif- 
tortune of his nephew his mean- 
nels about the fare of the coachman ; 
with ſeveral other circumſtances, 
caught up in the courſe of his lair 
converſation, rendered his conduct ſo 
truly myſtical, that I could much ſoon- 
er have jolved any mathematical difli- 


culty, than have unfolded the riddle 


that diſguiſed the character of Mr. Jo- 
nathan Abrahams. 

The conundrum was made ſtill 
more intricate, when, to the ſtrange 
M 2 matters 


— 2 a” a n 
— — nn B et VS ei wn” wane . * uh 
1 * TW = SS "6 * —— 


. 


—— thi 4 a 
ts ther 


* 
— —¼ 
2 CY I" 


12. 


«matters above, were added his nor: 
favourable parts of behaviour: tuch, 
for inſtance, as his gratitude for te 
trifling preſent of the buckles—114: 
-modeſt ſimile of the nut-{heil—his 
love of independence —his vencration 
for keep-ſakes—his integrity to the 
-widow Darlington, whoſe eſtate he [44 
amproved ; his changing running. 
'Horſes to cart-horſes ; and his redu- 
cing the fly-away farmer's daughters 
to a proper ſenſe of their conditio". 
The only probable way for a pcriv! 


PCs 


Who is in doubt whether to pr: 
mounce A thing good, or bad, an qual 
mixture of both, or neither abſoiutr- 
Jy one or the other, is to follow the 
example of every honeſt trader, 40, 
holding the ſcales with an even hand. 


fairly weigh one property agaiuſt an— 
ether. 


[168%] 
other. And this cuſtom, however: 
imple, would, if practiſed in the» 
world, ſave, I conceive, much ſcurri- 
lity and miſtake; for many charac- 
ters, at firſt fight, ſeeming to want” 


weight, are, upon trial, found no 


way deficient, and it may poſſibly: 


happen that the ſcale of indiſcretions, 


heavy as they may look, will kick 


the beam, while the ſcale of virtues, 
ſuppoſed wanting, ſhall very honour- 


ably preponderate. 


As Mr. Abrahams was ſummoned 


ont upon ſome occaſion .or another, 


jut as he had brought his diſcourſe 
and pipe to a concluſion, I had lei- 


ſure to weigh him as I thought pro- 
per; and, therefore, fairly placing 


what made for him on the. one hand, 
with what made againſt him on the 
M 2 other, 
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other, the equipoiſe was very Ce. 
cently maintained: the wrong ſcale 
trembled, indeed, ſomewhat at firk 
towards the center, but, in the end, 
by making all poſſible grains Of allow- 
ance, he appeared at leaſt to be a 
mighty good meaning fort of a pru- 
dent, pains-taking man: his errors, 
chiefly thoſe of affectation and ha- 
bit, and his virtues highly ſuitable to 
the ſteward of a rich widow, who 
was too much 2 woman of faſhion to 


look into her own affairs. As ſcon, 


therefore, 23 1 took Mr, Jonathan 
out of the ſcales, I made a mean 
dum of the labels to hang round the 
necks of his bottles. 


HAF. 
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Jonathan now re- entered in more. 


buſtle than uſual, followed by a per- 
fon, to whom he quickly turned 
about, and ſpoke as follows: Aye, 


aye, Nabal, too many. eggs in one. 
baſket; the more haſte, the worſe 


{yeed——too much of one thing is good 


tor nothing : lente feſtina: he ſtumbles 
that goes faſt; and ſo there's two 
hundred and fifty gone at a flap, a- 


gain: Well, well, Nabal, never mind 
that, we can but be ruined, we can 


but be rained. Here he ſhook his 


perriwig by the foretop, while the 
powder flew about the room, and 
deſpread the face of Nabal, who till 
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maintained his ſtation behind, not 
withſtanding Jonathan's attempt tv 
face him.—A damned ſpraſh, indeed, 
cries Nabal, wiping his face, but the 
man is gone the world over. Run 
away too, the raſcal, hey? anſwered 
Jonathan. To the devil, ſaid Nabal. 
What's the matter, gentlemen, ſ:id 1, 
I hope no misfortune ? Sir, replicd 
Abrahams, I have loſt two hundred 
and fifty pounds for doing a generous 
action. That's hard, indeed, faid I; 
And what's worſe, cries the {teward, 
it was done with another man's n10- 
ney. Poor Benjamin's whole for tus, 
I can aſſure you: well, Naval, we 
muſt makc the beſt of it. Run your 
eye over the Daily, and the Gazet- 
teer, and call again in the morning. 
Nabal nodded his head, and diſap- 


peared, 


1 65 J 


peared, while Abrahams fat down in 
his chair, begged my pardon for the 
Jiforder into which this unlucky 
liroke had thrown him, and muttered, 
between his teeth, the words, villain, 


caitif, and ſcoundrel, with great fer- 


vour. 
ptelled to know the cauſe of this 
calamity. | 


vir, ſaid the ſteward, ſhaking me 


by the hand, I wiſh, with all my foul, 


that my heart was made of adamant. 
| wil 1 had no more commiſeration 
tan this poker, A raſcal came to me, 
tometime ago, with a pitiful face, whom 
| new from a baby, and thought, God 
help me, as honeſt as myſelf ; he 
would have ſhut up ſhop—a ſugar- 
baker, fir,-in four hours, if / had 
not kept him going. — Well, ſir, he 

| wanted 
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wanted two hundred and fifty pieces 
I had no money at home, having 
juſt then made a purchaſe. Mrs. Dar- 
lington was pretty deep in the repair- 
way, and 1 could not command 4 
ſhilling, without breach of truſt What 
was to be done. — Oliver, ſaid ! to the 
man, you muſt e'en make a break of 
it: but he threw his tears upon me, 
knowing what a fool of a heart | had, 
and indeed melted me down to ſuch 
an ignoramus, that I touched upon 
poor Ben's property, which was left 
him laſt year by his godfather, and 
put the boy's whole fortune into the 
hands of this Oliver, who gave me, 35 
I hoped to be ſaved, nothing but 2 
couple of crazy buildings, in tlie wort 
part of the city, and his bond for ſe: 


curity, The cottages may tumble 
down, 


1 


down, or be burnt up to- night, and 
he may die to- morrow; then what's 
his bond good for ? But now behold 
you, the ith has ſhipped himſelf 
of for the Devil's Arſe a Peak, 
the Lord of Heaven knows where, 
and I may go whiſtle for my money. 
But the longer a man lives, the more 


he knows : if I was to Jive to the age 
of Vethuſalem, I'd never do another. 
friendly thing to man, woman, or 
child He has cured me of that. You 
may deceive a man once, and it's not 
bis fault. Deceive him again, and he 
ought to be crucified. A burnt child 
dreads the fire. For Oliver's fake I'll 


wall! 


in uttering this harangue, Jonathan 


"wed as he went; and, like a wheel 
in 


forſwear friendſhip: I will, I will, I 
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in violent motion, became at 116 {5 in. 
tenſely hot, that at the cloſe of the 
ſpeech he actually fired; and while he 
emphatically repeated the words, 
will! there was as much horror in his 
look, fury in his eyes, blood in his 
face, and froth at his mouth, as ever 
exhibited themſelves in the countc- 
nance of a dog, in the arid month ct 
July, expiring under the agonics of 
canine diſtraction. I exhorted im to 
be pacified, and bade him exert 1:5 
fortitude. A fig for fortitude, f. 
I'll burn his buildings, and throw ls 
bond into the middle of the blaze, 
and if the hand which figned it was 
there into the bargain, I Would no! 
pull it out with a pair of tongs. | 
can bear any thing but ingratitude. 
Tis not the money, but che man. 


i 
Oln; 


138 


Sir, I would have pawned my falva- 
tion on this fellow's honeſty. I don't 
think he ever behaved like a ſcoundrel 
b-fore.—Then furely, Mr. Abrahams, 
{aid I, he deſerves a—a—He deſerves 
a halter, rephed the ſteward. Tut, 
tut, never tell me: once a ſcoundrel, 
and always a ſcoundrel. By the ſame 
rule then, Mr. Abrahams, ſaid I, once 


an honeſt man and always an honeſt 


man. No fuch thing, exclaimed Jo- 
nathan, almoſt delirious, and quite 
hoarſe no ſuch thing. I have known 
i fellow pay away money one day, 
and ſteal it another. Sir, you're a 
young gentleman, and I'm only an 
0id fool of ſixty-eight, who has given 
iway my poor dear Ben's property 
{0 a laſcal-my poor Ben, whom J 
love better than my eyes! Upon this 

3 the 
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the tears came actually into the old 
man's eyes, while ſympathy brouh: 
drops of the ſame ſort into mine. 
by way, I ſuppoſe, of keeping lim 
company, and I was at los whether 


moſt to pity or deſpiſe him. 


] was juſt going to ſay ſobncthing, 


inſpired by my too tender heart, when 


a gentle tap at the door prevented 
me. Jonathan ſternly bid the perten 
come in; and Benjamin bimielt, as 
pale as his ſhirt, made his appearan « 
1 he poor lad, knowing the intrmity 
of his uncle, and hearing his voicc 
vioientiy exerted, (as his chamber 
was immediately over the office, came 
dimping down ſtairs, (as the kick he fe- 
ceived in the knee, from the chand. 
Jer, was ſtill retarding his recovci7,) 


and was in hopes of admin'{teri"s 
ome 


1 


18 

ſome aſſiſtance to the ſteward. As 
ſoon, therefore, as he entered, he for- 
got his lameneſs, and ran to beg his 
uncle, for God's ſake, not to bring 
the gout into his ſtomach, which lie 
knew muſt be the caſe, if he conti- 
nued to give way to paſſion, bidding 
him remember how bad he was laſt 
winter waz twelvemonth, and ſaid he 
hid rather die himſelf, than bury his 
dear, dear uncle, that brought him 
op, gave him ſchooling, paid for the 
very Jhirt he had upon his back, and 
had moreover put out his little for- 
tune, which was to ſet him up by 
and by, to the beſt advantage. 

Ihe former part of this affe ctionate 
ipcech, ſoltened the rugged nature, and 
[-ttled the rigid muſcles of this ſtrange 
mpound, and operated like a charm; 

ſuch 


1 


— 


ſuch and fo rapid are the tranſitions, 
and ſo inſtantly do different patlions 
take poſſeſſion of us: but at the coy. 
cluſion, when Benjamin mentioned 
the circumſtance of his uncle's oreat 
goodneſs, in placing out his legacy 
to the beſt advantage, he was to {mote 
by the ſecret and bitter ſatire of fach 
undeſerved praiſc, that he politively 
ſeized his own throat, in merc detel- 
tation of himſelf, and gave his forehcad 
two or three hearty flaps, as much 33 
to ſignify that he was ſtriking a num— 
Kull: then foftening again, he threw 
his arms over Benjamin's neck, aud 
thus they remained for ſeveral mi 
nutes, clinging together. A ſtroke 
of nature, and the pathetic, has moic 


charms far me, than the gold ct 


Ophir. 
The 


1 

The ſcene before me could be paint- 
ed only by the power that can ſi- 
l-nce the roaring of the ſea, and ſubdue 
the ferocity of the panther. I beheld 
the lover of money, and the ſlave of 
paſſion, melting into the tender cha- 
rities of the relation. I yielded to 
the occaſion, and (however indiſcreet) 
indulged my temper. The inſtru- 


ments of writing were in the room, 


and, while the uncle and nephew were 
locked in embraces, I wrote a few 
words upon a flip of paper, laid ic 
upon the table, and hurried out of 
the apartment,—I had juſt got into 
the fitting room, when a knocking 


at the ſtreet-door announced the re- 
turn of my couſins. 
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Readers there are, I know, of { 
critical and inquiſitive a temper, that 
every point muſt be cleared up as 
they go on, or elſe the poor author 


is directly accuſed of 3 


As it is my hearty with, ſhould | com 


into print, to ſatisfy all peruſers at | 
purchaſers, of whatſoever denon. 


tion, I ſhall now ſettle ſome matter, 


which might otherwiſe {it a little 


hard upon a critical iftomach. And 


firſt, as to circumſtances of ne and 


place. 
It may ſeem a little odd, that Mi. 
Benjamin ſhould have 10 ruſtic an air 


about him, ſeeing that he was ref 
| dent 


1 

dent in a very faſhionable family, at- 
tended his ladies in St. James's Park, 
and had the pattern of ſo London— 
looking a character as Mr. Abrahams 
before him. Be it known, therefore, 
chat, till within theſe few months, 
Benjamin lived as a fort of upper 
ſervant at the country ſeat, which 
bore the name of Darlington Lodge, 
where this young lad was inſtructed 
in the oflice of ſurveying, by a coun- 
try ſchool-maſter; who, with the ex- 
ciſcman, two or three farmers, the 
landlord of the Three Blue Bells, and 
the reſt of Mrs. Darlington's domeſ- 
tics, with a few cottagers, made the 
inhabitants of the whole village ; and 
he was now in town, at the earneſt de- 
ure of Mrs. Darlington herſelf. 


N 2 Whe- 
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Whether this deſire proceeded ori. 
ginally and entirely from her, i; + 
point no way incumbent upon ma to 
meddle with at preſent. Certain. 
however, it is, that the youth bin. 
ſelf had no ſort of objection to it; for 
Mr. Chriſtopher Dennis, (the father 
of his friend Nancy,) formerly lived 
and manufactured the mild ale at the 
Three Blue Balls aforeſaid ; but, on a 
recommendation from the *iquire of 
the next village, he was now promot- 
ed to manufacture malt and hops, at 
a capital brewery in the Borough of 
London, and there, (as the reader has 
ſeen,) reſided with him Nancy Den- 
nis, the friend of Mr. Benjamin. 
Now, ſome may think, that the 
pride of the ſteward would bave pre- 


vented him from ſuffering his nephew 
| | to 


11 

to remain as a ſervant, though a fa- 
-ourite ſervant : ſome may be ſur- 
priſed, that Mrs. Darlington did not 
diſcover the affection of her niece 
for this young fellow, through all the 
allectation of diſguiſes; while others 
may expreſs their wonder, that, after 
having made ſo many wiſe reſolu- 
tions, I ſhould do ſo rab an action as 
that mentioned in the cloſe of the laſt 
chapter; for I will not attribute to 
any of my readers ſo little ſagacity, 
as not to ſuppoſe they all underſtand, 
that, upon the ſlip of paper left up- 
on the ſteward's table was written 
draught upon my agent (with whom 
che reader will be preſently acquaint- 
ed) for the ſum of two hundred and 
fifty pounds. 


N 3 Now 


r 


4 

Now to defend either this point, 
or any others, ſo as to labour at 
plaining away their blame or crrour, 
I never ſhall pretend. This 11/tory 
is not deſigned to be the ſtage for 
thoſe imaginary gods and goddetles tc, 
act on, who never ſaid or did an il 
thing; but the matters hercin relate, 
are neither more, or leſs, than ſome 
ſcenes, repreſenting and delineating 
mere human life, where characters and 
actions are diſplayed with all their 
beauties and blemiſhes, as blended 
in the conſtitution by nature; and 
brought out by occaſion. As far, 


therefore, as it is neceſſary for me to 


clear up circumſtances, which have 
reference to the rules of compoſition, 
ſo far will I ſtudy to eaſe the mind of 


the reader, but no farther. — 
c 


1 


he, therefore, ſay to himſelf, this is 
range, that is odd, this is fooliſh, 
and that is abſurd ; I can only anſwer, 
cnce for all, that I am nevertheleſs an 
impartial biographer; and it would 
be very hard if it were expected I 
ſhould not only deſcribe ſtrangeneſs 
and oddity, folly and abſurdity, but 
anſwer for it too. No, my dear reader, 
this burden I totally ſhift from my 
ſhoulders. T tell you faithfully what 
bas happened, and diſcover to you 
not only incidents but the perſons of 
che drama: be it thy buſineſs to ac- 
count tor, and to analize, to cenſure, 
and to condemn. 

Indeed, I ſhall not, I fear, be able to 


ciear up my cc conduct to all rea- 


ders; and, notwithſtanding all which 
kas been done, many will call me a 
N 4 Pool, 
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fool, many a madman, and more will 
wonder I am not now dying, rather 
in a ditch, than in a foreſt. Poſi'1;, 
however, ſome may pity, and {ome 
may weep : there are, it is preſumed, 
certain paſlages in theſe adventures, 
levelled particularly at people of feel- 
ing. Such characters will haply beſtow 
ſome tears to my misfortunes, and if 
they do,—let them not haſtily wipe 
them from the cheek, becauſe they 
can never look ungraceful. 

Thus much then has been ſaid, 
that the reader may not expect 
more than is intended; and now, bav- 
ing entered a caveat againſt al! /b: 
prebenſions, and written a chapter, ſor 
this explanatory purpoſe, I cordially 
invite the readers company aid at- 


tention again, to what I ſhall, wit"- 
out 


[18g ] 
out any farther ceremony, ſet before 
mo 


c h AF. ͤ¶ 


Alicia took hold of my hand, like 
1 2ood-natured, lively cozen, at her 
return, and, after ſhe had aſked how 
the poor fellow's knee above ſtairs 
did, told me, that ſhe had found out 
1 companion for me, and that he 
would breakfaſt with me in the morn- 
ing. She then was about to withdraw 
to her drefſing-room, to pull off her 
Lncry, and enjoy the comforts of an 
undreis; comforts which are none 
of the leaſt, for ſurely nothing can 
be more diſagreeable than to fit in 
ne's own houſe, (after the fa- 
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tigues of viliting,) under a load of 
nonſenſical ornaments, and \uperfltous 
decoration ; with hoops ſpreading 
out their formidable immenſity, ſilks 
endangering of a foil, pendents dang- 
ling at the ear, and ruffles bandaging 
up the clbow. To lay aſide thcic, 
therefore, till fancy ſummoned them 
again from ehe drawer, Alicia had 
now opened the parlour-door; tron! 
which ſhe beheld Jmethins that 
changed her whole behaviour in 
moment; and (thongh ſhe was hum— 
ming an Italian air the moment be— 
fore, ) uttely altered her tune. This 
ſomething, was Mr. Benjamin, u 
was then hopping acroſs the room 
into which the parlour-door opened, 
under his crutch, in his way from his 
uncic's oflice to his chamber for the 
Pour 


31 
poor lad's knee was full very painful, 
and the apothecary Rrongly enjoined 
reſt, to prevent, as he ſaid, an impoſt-— 
humation, and all vicious propenſity 
to hUMOours, 

The handle of the door was ſtill in 
Alicia's hand, and being rather looſe, 
it rattled as ſhe trembled. I was cloſe 
to her on the other fide; but yet no 
artifice could poſſibly 6508855 her agi: 
tation: Benjamin bowed, as well as 
his lameneſs permitted him, and palſl- 
ed on. Luckily, however, fur the 
lady, Mrs. Darlington went im- 
diately from her carriage to her dreil- 
ing-room, where ſhe ſtill remained. 
When ſhe had ſomewhat collected 
herlelf, ſhe looked me full in the face, 
without ſpeaking 1 word, then lift— 


10 
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ing up her hands and eyes, ſhe cried 
out, Oh God! Oh God! What a foo! 
Jam, and how ridiculous do 1 make 
myſelf: then hurrying away, ſhe kid 


her face, and tottered up into her 


chamber. 

The paſſion of Alicia had now fair- 
ly conſpired with opportunity to be- 
tray her, and the exact ſituation of 
her mind became too palpable to bc 
miſtaken : nor was it poſſible to know 
the temper, without pitying the pai- 
lion ; for ſhe was a girl of a very am- 
bitious diſpoſition, had the Jottie!: 
notions of rank, and heartily hatcd 
herſelf for entertaining any tender 
ſentiments towards an object ſo much 
beneath her. 

Such, indeed, was her pride or 
prudence, that though ( vulgarly 


* 


peak 


E 


ſpeaking,) ſhe doated on Benjamin to 
diſtraction, that very Benjamin never 
once ſuipected it. And, contrary to 
the general cuſtom of young ladies 
in love, ſhe had no confidante, or ſe- 
cret-keeper, of her own ſex—in the 
houſe 1 mean—to whom ſhe impart- 
ed her flame. 


© Che never told her love, 


But let concealment, like a worm o' th' bud, 
Feed on her damaſk cheek.” 


To this guarded conduct, perhaps, 
it was, that Mrs. Darlington herſelf 
did not ſuſpect the attachment; or if 
ſhe did ſuſpett it, ſhe poſſibly truſted 
to her niece's ſuperior ideas, and love 
of ſplendour, which ſhe imagined 
0d lave her from any indiſcretion. 

There 


1 

There 15, however, NO orPpoſing this 
ſtrange paſſion, againſt another, 11,0 
war is unequal, and if jntiicacy and 
entanglement takes place among the 


troops of love, the enemy is general 


worited ; ambition itſelf is put to 
flight, and the tender tyrant tikcs the 


field. It plainiy appeared from this, 


and many other inſtances, that Ali— 
cia was reſolved either to dic or con: 
quer: but alas! with ail her vivacity, 
pride, diſdain, and haughty Telke: 
minations, ſome deciſive cir 171i ances 
took place, ſoon after this, Khich 
humbled her ſpirit, and reducc. the 
ſultaneſs to the * But for a 1c- 
capitulatioa of theſe ma: | 
ing as they are, the reader mult have 
thiloſophy enough to Wait, or cue 
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hoped, are not unworthy his peruſal. 

| muſt not omit here, to mention a 
piece of literary policy, 1n not prehix- 
ing to each of my chapters an abridg- 
ment of the matter therein contained, 
in imitation of ſeveral great writers: 
for, beſides that I take this ſort of 
anticipation to be the way to foreſtal 
the market, it leaves little for the rea- 
der on which to exerciſe his imagi- 
nation: the charm of ſurprize is to- 
tally taken off: he knows, in five 
lines, what is to be talked over again 
in as many leaves, and it would be 
his cheapeſt way to buy only the table 
of contents, which is at leaſt the 
cream of the jeſt, and the mere milk 
may go to the cat, if it will. 

Alicia was one day reading a new 


romance, to a circle of ladies, Who 
were 


mm }] 
were working round the fire at their 
needle : the author informed them 
only that he begun with chapter the 
firſt, and courteouſly delired they 
would courteouſly read on to chapter 
the laſt, Lord, ſaid one of the la- 
dies, what a provoking man this is, 
we muſt go quite through the book, 
without kuowing what it is upon. 
In the middle of the firſt volume, the 
heroine (as is uſual) was deſperately, 
and (as is uſual) unhappily, in love. 
Read away, my dear Alicia, crics a 
ſprightly laſs, I wonder to my foui 
what's next. A few chapters more 
threw the heroine into ſuch a critt- 
cal ſituation, that the fair reader and 
her audience quite raved with impa- 
tience. One of them caught ti* 
book, and began to read at the lat 


chapter 
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chapter of the firſt volume; another 
wanted much to ſee how tt ended. 
This, however, would not do, they 
found the author talking of quite a 
different ſubject, and were vexed 
with themſelves to think, that while 
they were waſting time in turning 
over the pages to no purpoſe, they 
might have come to the criſis of the 
ſory they were upon, and got half 
way into another. This reflection gave 
them freſh ſpirits, Alicia began where 
le leit off: the hiſtory improved in 
its progreſs, ſometimes they left work- 
ag to laugh, and ſometimes to cry; 
ind when they arrived at the laſt 
chapter, like a man who had taken a 
delightful but too ſhort a ride, thro? 
_ 3 pleatant and various country, they 
lamented that it was done, and could 


iſh to go over the ground again, 
Vol. III. P For 


For theſe reaſons have I avoided the 
bill of fare, which ſpeciſies not only 
every diſh, but what every Giſh con. 
tains. I will make the banquet s 
pleaſant as poſſible, but the reader mutt 
not ſpoil his dinner by a taſte before: 
is ready, but eat a hearty meal, and 
take a {lice of every thing at table 
which I hope he may be able to dg 
without palling his appetite. Let Ali- 
cia and her paſſion, therefore, amuſe 
themſelves together, till it is proper to 
bring them again upon the icenc: at 
preſent they make their exit, to intro- 
duce, what is generally welcome, 4 
new acquaintance, 


CHAP, 


1 


G & X XLVII. 


We were ſcarce ſeated at breakfaſt, 
when the footman brought in the 
name of Mr. Draper, and in five ſe- 
coads afterwards Mr. Draper made his 
appearance: and as mirth-inſpiring a 
perſon he had as ever was exhibited. 
He looked about thirty, his features 
were conſtantly on the ſmile ; he was 
inclined to no more than an agreeable 
corpulency ; his eyes were briſk and 
blue; his complexion fair, almoſt to 
freckles and effeminacy, and his fore- 
head without a wrinkle : indeed there 
Was n0 ſymptom either of care or cau- 

P 2 tion, 


4 

tion, ſorrow or ſuffering, about his 
character. The eaſineſs of his man- 
ner, however, the vivacity of his re. 
mark, and the complacence of his 
whole carriage, were ſo extremely 
adapted to the moments which are 
devoted to china and chatter, that 
he was ſurely born to be a neceſſary 
appendage to the tea-table—a cup of 
him once a day, might be plcaſing 
enough, but, | ſuppoſed, that if he 
was to be taken for a conſtancy, 
would have a tendency (like the tea 
itſelf) to create the ſpleen, demolith 
the nerves, and promote the va 
pours. He was, in ſhort, all laugh, 
loll, and liberty, and I fet him down, 
before he laid his ſpoon acroſs the 
cup, as a mere petit-maitre ; in 
; which 
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which concluſion, I was full as near 
the truth, as people generally are, 
who, led away by the glance, are 
oo giddy, or too proud, to imagine 
they may be miſtaken. 

Perhaps, there are a. great many 
caſes where it is quite wrong to be: 
lie ves ones wn eyes; at leaſt, he who 
ſuppoſcs he can develope the human 
character, at a ſingle view, will have 
many a mortifying inſtance to quel- 
ton his ſagacity, and often commit 
blunders, beneath the venetration of 
a puppy. Mr. Draper was more. 
agrecable than the ſugar, and there: 
vis really fo much cream in his con- 
verlation, that our morning's repaſt, 
was unuſually. ſocial : even Alicia, 
ec med for a while to forget her Ben- 
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jamin; Mrs, Darlington ſmiled at as 
much as ſhe could hear; and J, per- 
fectly charmed into ſilence, conſi- 
dered Mr. Draper, as the moſt enter— 
taining young man in the whole 
world. Yes, ſaid I to myſelf, ſoft!y, 
this is the very acquaintance I Want 
ed; what a fortunate introduction — 
How eaſy he ſits in his chair | what 
breeding in his ſtep, what polite pli- 
ability in his bow !—what a flow of 
words! and what pleaſantry in his 
ideas! I ſuppoſe now he is the moit 
poliſhed character of his age; but | 
am afraid I make but 4% % fort 01 
figure beſide him: ſome how, or an- 
other, my hands, are in my way, | 
{ſcarce know what to do with my 


legs; I can't conceive how I got tl 
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naſty trick of playing with my but- 
tons; and what the dence can make 
me feel eaſier alone, or with Benja- 
min, than with ſuch a genteel circle 
as this before me yet why do I in- 
dulge theſe thoughts? Rome was not 
built in a day; and I dare fay, it 
takes ſome time to make a man a 
gentleman ! the hour may yet come, 
when I may be as eaſy and affable as 
Mr. Draper, 

Mr. Draper was entering into a 
pirited burleſque on the infipidity 
i viſiting parties, and playing with 
11s watch-chain with as much care- 
iclineſs as if he had got the whole 
converiation by rote, while I entcred: 
nto this {oliloquy, during which 1 
fed my eyes directly on the tea- 


board 
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| board in the room; this fit of cogi- 


| tation was ſoon invaded, by à ſmart 
j tap on the ſhoulder from Mr. Dra— 
{ per, who putting up my rellections 
to auction, became himſelf the fit 
| bidder, and offered a penny fer ny 
thoughts, Then came on the ſubjcct 


of my dreſs, (which, by the bye | 
had not altered), but Draper ſaid, he 
| would walk with me to his taylor, in 
| the courſe of the excurſion he had in 
ſtore for me; not, cries he, that! 

would have you ſuppoſe I am bigot— 
ted to frippery, even though you now 
ſee me fo aPEFIED ; but the ridicule 
of fools, is ten times keener than 
the cut of a razor; if cuitom bics 


— 


2 man be a monkey, he muſt c cn 
adopt the character, fir ; and | would 


either 
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either dreſs or ſtrip, rather than be 
the topic of a moment's titter, to any 
man breathing. To laugh is exqui - 
ſite, but to be the ſubject of laughter, 


is to me the agony of the damned. 
For theſe reaſons, therefore, my dear 


lad, adopt the abſurdity of the 
times, though it thould command 
„ou to wear a doublet of gauze in 
the winter, 'and a jerkin of flannel 
in the dog-days. What ſay you, 
Benignus, ſhall we move? *tis too 
carly for the ladies, and we may en- 
joy many a delicious joke as we go 
on. 


As my cold was much mended, 
and I admired Mr. Draper, even 
more than ſugar- candy; and as I had 
belides an eager curioſity to ſee and 

know 
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| | know more of his character, I rea- 
dily embraced his offer, and making 
| our adieu's to the ladies, we walked 
| out of the room like old acquaint- 
ances, arm in arm together. 


or * 
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